31/ 05/ 2000

Try to understand us, PMtells Europeans

EUROPEANS shoul d be nore open and sensitive towards Asians if they want to
mai ntai n cl ose ties, including business ventures between the two
comuni ties, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said

"Don't print nasty things about us. It hurts us and you. Europeans
shoul d under st and us much better because you have been around here | onger
than others," he said at a di al ogue held in conjunction with the two-day
Eur ope- Asi a Busi ness Summit 2000 in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

The Prime M nister was asked on the current European-Asian relations,
and ways to i nprove ties, especially in business dealings.

Dr Mahat hir said Asians, particularly Ml aysians, were hurt by
i nsensitive Europeans who have created wong percepti ons anong Eur opeans
about Asi ans.

"l hope they (Europeans) can rectify these negative i npressions. They
shoul d understand that every country has probl ens and Mal aysia i s no
exception," he said.

For exanple, Dr Mahathir said, foreign nmedia have been giving a wong
inmpressionintheir reports during the hostage drama i n Si padan i sl and
| ast mont h.

Fol I owi ng the incident, he said they (foreign nedia) gave the i npressi on
that Mal aysia is unsafe.

"Whay can't the European broadcast stations tell the whole truth that
thi s (kidnapping) is not a cormmon incident,” he said.

In the incident on April 23, 21 peopl e, including nine Ml aysi ans, were
hel d host age by a Philippi nes rebel group. They are still being held by
the group in Jolo, in southern Philippines.

Dr Mahat hir said the abduction was not perpetuated by Mal aysia and it
was somet hi ng unexpect ed, just as the bombings in London by the Irish
Republ i can Arnmy.

He sai d the London bonbi ngs did not nean one should tell the whole world
that the British capital is unsafe and give a "don't-visit-London" advi ce.
He said that the Governnent has never directed Mal aysi ans not to visit
London because of the bombing. "W never do that kind of thing," he said.

However, he said, if there was a small riot in Kuala Lunmpur, the foreign
medi a gave the i npression that Mal aysia was in a state of anarchy and
unsaf e.

"But you know very well that you can go to the kanmpungs feeling safe and
to the many Chinatowns and the Tongs will not cone out to hurt you ... |
know a | ot of Tongs and they are very nice people,” he said.

( END)
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