12/ 05/ 2000

Umo's unfi ni shed busi ness

UMNO has a mountain of tasks to carry out nowthat the el ections for the
top party posts have been settled. But to tackle these other issues at
hand, the party needs its nenbers to cl ose ranks before the general
assenbly ends on Saturday. Every del egate and candi date nust cone to terns
with the results of the el ections, heed the advi ce of the president and

hi s deputy, and work together for the King and country. In the words of
vanqui shed Wanita | eader Datuk Siti Zaharah Sul ai man before the el ection
results that brought back Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz to the novenent's helm
on Wednesday, both | osers and wi nners nmust "shake hands and avoi d | ong
faces".

It is very inportant that the party works to cover the cracks within and
allowno further division followi ng this week's general assenbly. A whole
nati on depends on Umo to remain strong and uni ted because a | ot depends
on the party's effectiveness in |eading the Mal ays and in dealing with the
ot her BN conponents, a role that has assured this country and its citizens
peace and harnony for decades. A weak and divided Umo will result in
instability within the Malay community as well as between t he Mal ays and
the other races. It nmust be renmenbered that Umo, through the BN, has al so
been t he agent of integration between the peninsul a and Sabah and Sar awak.
I f menbers of Umo | ose sight of the inportance of their roles in the
party and to the people, and choose to occupy thensel ves instead with
petty squabbl es and self-interest pursuits, the future of this country
cannot remain as bright.

The tasks faci ng Umo are nunmerous and hardly easy. In politics, for
exanpl e, the party nust chart out strategies fromnowto wi n back the two
states that have fallen fromBN s hands to the Opposition. On the economc
front, recovery fromthe Asian financial crisisis still fragile and
requi res the experience and expertise that only Umo, as the ngjor
deci sion- and policy-nmaker within the BN Governnment, is able to provide.
Soci o-economi cal ly, there remains nuch to be done to address the i ssues of
equi tabl e weal th di stribution, poverty eradication, education, nmedi cal
servi ces, and shortage of | ow cost houses. Because Umo's agenda is the
nati onal agenda, everything that affects the country has to do with the
party. Dr Mahathir's disconfort with the i npact of gl obalisation on
conpani es and citizens gi ves Umo the task of nmaki ng t he peopl e under st and
and prepare thensel ves for these threats fromoutsi de.

The list of things-to-do for Umo goes on and on. In short, it is not
excessive to say that the future of this country hinges on the party's
wel | -being. And going by the remarks nmade by the presi dent when he opened
t he assenbly yesterday, not all is well. The question of succession in the
party | eadership, at |l east, is nore or |l ess resolved with the el ections.
But nmoney politics is still rampant and corruption is a grow ng tunour
that will kill the party fromwithin if not checked quickly. There are
Umo | eaders who are el ected by the people to be their representatives but
the only peopl e they are serving are thensel ves. Once upon a tine, people
becamre Umo nmenbers to serve the country, race and religion; nowthere are
the greedy ones in the party who would use it as a short-cut to being
rich.

Umo needs to trace its roots and the | eaders need to bring menbers back
to the basic struggles of the party. Those who are elected to the top
posts in the party this week will be |l eading this mssion, which was why



the Prime M nister stressed the inportance of ensuring that the general
assenbly woul d not vote in corrupt | eaders. Nowthat the candi dates have
made their choice, they will have to live with that. The party needs to
nove on but at the sane tine it owes it toits 2.8 million nmenbers and the
entire popul ati on of the country to weed out all corrupt practices and
prosecute corrupt | eaders and nenbers. The snal | est of hesitation in doing
this will put paidto all its efforts in everything el se.
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