17/ 01/ 2000
Umo branches begi n AGVs

Mar hal i m Abas

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - As nore Umo | eaders are nmaking public their
intention to vie for the party posts, sone 6,000 branches and 165
divisions in the country are set to hold their annual general neetings.

Fromtoday to April 30, they will nomi nate their candi dates for al
posts - fromthe president to the 25 suprene council nenbers.

The neetings will be conpl eted ahead of the general assenbly and polls
in Muy.

Branches started their neetings fromtoday to Feb 29 while the divisions
nmust hold theirs fromMarch 1 to April 30.

Al though there will not be any election at the branch and di vi siona
|l evels this tinme, these neetings are crucial because it will determ ne the
nom nations for the various posts and sel ect the 2,000 del egates who wil|
vote in the polls on May 11, the first day of the three-day general
assenbl y.

These del egates represent the wi shes and aspirations of the 2.7 nmillion
menbers. The el ection, originally due | ast year, was postponed to enabl e
Umo to concentrate on the Nov 29 general el ection

To qualify for the party polls, nmenbers are required to get at |east 30
per cent of the nominations fromthe divisions to contest the president's
post, 25 per cent for the deputy president's post, 20 per cent for the
Vi ce-presidents' posts and 10 per cent for the suprenme council posts.

But with the president's and deputy president's posts unlikely to be
contested, the focus has shifted to the fight for the three vice-
presidents' slots.

The scenario canme in the wake of the suprene council's advice to the
divisions to renominate Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for
the president's post and Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad
Badawi as the deputy president.

There has been specul ation that the deputy president's post will see a
contest. No one, however, has so far declared his intention.

As it is, a challenger - if thereis any - will only be known once the
di vi sional neetings get under way.

For the vice-presidents' posts, several Cabinet Mnisters have expressed
their intention to contest.

They are Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar, Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatim Donestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin and Johor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hnan.

The i ncunbents are Abdul | ah, Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
and forner Selangor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhamad Tai b.

It is still uncertain whether Muihammad is keen to defend his position.
He has been on | eave fromperformng his duties as vice-president since
1997 to sort out sone |legal matters.

The el ection for the Umo Youth and Wanita chiefs' posts on May 10 is
al so anot her interesting event.

Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein, who is Umo
Youth acting chief, is expected to contest the post |left vacant by Datuk
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi in 1998.

So far, all indications are that H shammuddin will win easily, even if
there is a contest.

A nmore interesting contest will be for the Wanita Umo chief's post as



both former Wanita head Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and deputy chairman Dat uk
Napsi ah Orar are expected to chall enge i ncunbent Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man.
Yest erday, Rafidah said she was willing to be nom nated.
( END)
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