18/ 04/ 2000
Umo council rejects all Gua Musang's nomi nations

Kamar ul Yunus

UMNO st al wart Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's bid to contest one of the three
vice presidents' post was dashed yesterday when the party's suprene
council rejected all nom nati ons by the Gua Musang di vi si onal conmittee.

The council rejected the nonmi nations by the divisional conmttee | ast
Friday as it had not adhered to the council's instructions on nom nations
by the Umo divi sions.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so Umo
presi dent, said although t he Gua Musang del egat es had gi ven t he di vi si ona
conmmttee the power to nom nate, the suprene council concluded that it did
not adhere to its instructions.

"We have given instructions that nom nations nust be decided by the
del egates. The suprene council requires all divisions to nake the deci sion
at the del egates' neeting, and not to | eave themto the committee.

"As such, the council believes that Gua Misang division's to l et the
conmi ttee deci de on the nom nati ons was agai nst the suprene council's
directives," he said.

I f the nomi nation fromQua Misang divisional conmttee on the vice
president's post was included, Razal ei gh has 17 nom nations - a m ni mum
needed for himto contest for the post. However, with the suprene
counci |l ' s deci sion yesterday, this has rul ed hi mout fromcontesting.

Dr Mahat hir deni ed that the supreme council's decision was an attenpt to
prevent Razal ei gh fromcontesting the vice president's post, sayingthe
rul es and gui del i nes are clear and all divisions have been i nformed about
thembefore they held their divisional nmeetings early March. There are 165
Umo di vi si ons.

On whet her Razal ei gh can appeal, Dr Mahathir said he can but the
deci sion by the suprene council is final

"Like areferee in a soccer match, his decision will be final," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so renmi nded del egates to the Umo general assenbly,
schedul ed for May 11-13 not to indulge in noney politics, saying that
those involved are not fit to be the party's |eaders.

"I will speak on this in my opening address at the general assenbly next
nmont h, " he said.

He said the Umo head office will set up a special unit to nonitor the
registration of Umo and el ectoral voters.

"This is to create a cl ose rapport between the el ectoral voters and
Umo, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so t hanked t he people for not participatingin anillegal
gathering said to be organi sed by some of the supporters of Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal (Keadilan) |ast Saturday.

"While it is the duty of the Governnent to ensure peace and order so
that t he peopl e can conduct their daily chores, the public too shoul d not
be involved in suchillegal activities that could result inlosses to
t hensel ves and the nation in terns of attracting tourists and i nvestors to
cone to the country," he said.

He al so attributed the failure of the illegal gathering to the
rel uct ance of sone Keadil an supporters to participate, especiallyits
menbers of Parliament and State Assenbl ynen

The suprene council al so extended its deepest condol ences to the famly
of the late Raja of Perlis Tuanku Syed Putra Syed Hassan Jamal ul [ ai | who
passed away at Institut Jantung Negara i n Kual a Lunpur on Sunday.
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