18 JAN 2000
Abdul | ah-Rel i gi on
UWNO DI VI SIONS TOLD TO I NTENSI FY RELI G QUS ACTI VI Tl ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 18 (Bernama) -- The Ummo Suprene Council (M) has
directed all Umo divisions to step up programes connected wth nosques
and suraus throughout the country.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi said the religious
bureau at the divisional |evel had been given this task.

"The central religious bureau will provide programres related to nosque
and surau activities for inplenentation by the divisional bureau,” Abdullah
told a press conference after chairing the MI nmeeting here | ast night.

Abdul | ah, who is performng the duties of the deputy president,
presi ded over the neeting because Prime Mnister and party president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad is overseas on holidays and a working trip.

Abdul I ah said divisional |evel bureaus on education, |abour
i nformati on and other matters had al so been told to intensify their
activities.

Abdul | ah said the MI al so decided to nake efforts to explain government
policies to governnent officers.

"This is because it was found that some governnent officers did not
under stand policies which have been inplenented all this while,"” he said.

Abdul | ah said the MI al so agreed that state Umo |iai son bodi es conduct
courses on the rehabilitati on and strengthening of Umo by using manpower
whi ch had been trai ned.

This was a followup to the | eadership session held by Dr Mhathir
before he left for overseas |ast week, he said.

At that session with 100 Umo | eaders fromthroughout the country, Dr
Mahat hir said party | eaders and nmenbers should return to the party's
original struggle wthout attaching inportance to individuals.

Abdul | ah al so announced the MI's approval for the setting up of 14 new
branches t hroughout the country.
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