07/ 03/ 2000
Umo divi si ons must nominate all posts

Lokman Mansor

THE Ummo Suprene Council has deci ded that all divisions shoul d not | eave
council posts wi thout a nom nated candi date for the party's upcom ng

el ections in My.

Umo president and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
all divisions yet to hold their nmeetings nust ensure they submt
nom nati ons for the posts of president, deputy president, three vice
presi dents and 25 Suprene Council menbers.

The decision comes in the wake of Tawau Ummo divi sion'ss decision to
nom nate only two candidates for the three vice-president's posts. The
di vi si on nom nat ed Sabah Chi ef M ni ster Datuk Osu Sukamand Neger i
Senmbi |l an Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd | sa Saned.

Speaki ng at a press conference after chairing the Umo Suprene Council
meeting i n Kual a Lunpur yeterday, Dr Mahathir said the Tawau di vision's
nom nation still stands as it does not contravene any provisionin the
party's constitution.

"Nevert hel ess, the Suprenme Council feels other divisions should nom nate
infull. This is also required of the Kubang Pasu di vi si on (which Dr
Mahat hi r heads) whi ch previously di d not nom nate anyone. Now Kubang Pasu
needs to nmake nomi nations, including for the posts of president and deputy
president," he added.

I n previous Umo annual general neetings, the Kubang Pasu Unmo di vi si on
has abstai ned fromnoni nati ng anyone for any party post. This was to avoid
it being construed as a directive fromthe party president.

Dr Mahat hir said the council's advice that there shoul d be no cont est
for these top two posts nmeans that divisions shoul d nom nate the i ncunbent
(Dr Mahat hir) and Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , who has been carrying
out the duties of Umo deputy president.

"The di visions nmust still nom nate (candidates for the top two posts). A
no- cont est does not nean they shoul d not nom nate anyone at all," he said.

Asked whet her divisions need to know whet her a candi date wants to
contest in the party elections for the divisions to nom nate the person,
Dr Mahathir said that is not necessary.

"They can nomi nate. |If the person nom nated does not want to contest, he
can nmake a statenent that he does not want to, either nowor after he
waits to see if other divisions nomnate himas well," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said a candi date, after realising that not enough divisions
have noni nated him may deci de not to contest.

Umo secretary general Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob added: "After we receive
all the nom nations, Umo headquarters will contact all candi dates
concer ned and ask themwhet her they accept the nom nations or not. They
will have to give an official answer."

Dr Mahat hir said the Suprene Council al so directed preparations to be
made for the Sanggang by-el ection in Pahang. The Bari san Nasi onal canpaign
will be directed by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob, while Khalil
will lead the BN central committee.

The by-election follows the death of its State Assenbl yman Dat uk
Abdul | ah Ki a on Febuary 26.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said after neeting party divisi on heads and getting
val uabl e f eedback, he has decided to have neetings with state Wanita and
Yout h chiefs and other state party | eaders to get nore i nformati on on the
state of the party.



Asked if such meetings go against the party's code of ethics on
canpai gning for the Umo el ections since he is also a candi date, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"We will not discuss at all ambout canpai gni ng, but rather about
restoring the party. | want to hear fromthemwhat problenms they feel
exist inthe party, so that | can take note and use the information to
strengthen the party.”

Asked whet her t he Gover nment has done any study on the possi bl e negati ve
i npact of programmes aired on Astro, the Prime Mnister said so far it is
listening to people's views through the nedi a.

"If it is a problemthat the peopl e have strong feelings about, we wll
see if there is something we can do," he added.

On the Mal acca State Governnent's decisionto termnate the contracts of
their panel doctors and | awyers who are aligned with the opposition, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"That is the right of the (State) Governnment. Panel nenbers are
appoi nted, and the Governnment for whatever reason can end their contracts.
W find that in one East Coast state, the Governnent there has tern nated
(the contracts of) many peopl e, but not many conments have been made."

Meanwhi | e, Abdul | ah, who is al o chairman of Umo's disciplinary
conm ttee, said the Suprene Council has endorsed the conmttee's
recomendati on t o expel 126 nenbers who wor ked agai nst Umo in the recent
general el ections.
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