27/ 04/ 2000
Umo expands wat chdog pane

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Ummo technical conmittee has been expanded to
moni tor and deal with conplaints on noney politics and unhealthy tactics
inthe run-up to the party's general assenbly next nonth.

This was decided by the party's nmanagenent and disciplinary conmttee
chaired by vice-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi at its neeting
t oday.

However, Abdullah, who is carrying out the duties of deputy president,
said the nanes of the new nenbers woul d be announced | ater after they had
gi ven their agreenent.

The conmmittee headed by Datuk Zaki Tun Azmi, and which presently has six
menbers, is responsible for investigating and ascertaining the veracity of
all conplaints before forwardi ng recormendati ons to the Umo suprene
counci | .

Abdul l ah said it was inportant that the technical conmittee be
strengthened to ensure it would be able to give i mediate attention to any
clainms on noney politics and unheal t hy camnpai gni ng.

He said this was necessary followi ng the no-canpai gn pl edge by 15
candi dat es bi ddi ng for senior posts in the el ections.

The 15 are vying for the posts of vice-president, Wanita chief, deputy
Wanita chief and deputy Youth chief.

Anyone found breachi ng the pl edge, signed before Umo president and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on Monday, woul d have his or
her m sconduct exposed during the general assenbly starting on May 11

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir was al so scheduled to neet candi dates vying
for supreme council seats where a simlar pledge was expect ed.

On whet her the no-canpaign rule would be included in the party
constitution or inposed for future party elections, Abdullah said it
depended on the situation

"W nake rules according to the needs,” he said, calling on nenbers to
adhere to the agreenent reached by the 15 candi dat es.

On the suspension of the Bandar Tun Razak division, Abdullah said it had
subm tted an appeal which would be studied by the technical comittee

He said the division head would be called before the conmttee to
expl ai n.

Abdul I ah was al so asked about his neeting with the six forner Parti
Ber sat u Sabah Assenbl ynmen who crossed over to Barisan Nasional on Monday.

"They expl ai ned the reasons why they nmade the decision. They felt their
desire to serve the people woul d be achi eved better through the BN

"They al so wanted political parties in Sabah to join the BN because the
peopl e and the State nust be brought into mainstreampolitics. They
di sagreed with the brand of politics of Sabah for Sabahans."

Abdul | ah said the Assenbl ynen had pl edged to co-operate with BN | eaders
inthe State.

The six are Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan (Bi ngkor), Karim Adam (Kundasang),
Edwar d Li nggu Bukut (Tanparuli), Johnny Goh (lnanam, Louis Ranpas (Kiul u)
and Atong Magabi s ( Mat unggong).
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