11/ 02/ 2000
Umo nmenbers shoul d be united to nmeet future chall enges

Dat uk Ahrmad Mahi r
| HAVE been wat ching rather closely the nedia coverage of the forthcom ng
Umo party el ections.

Frankly, being an Umo nenber and a proud Mal aysian, | amrather
concerned about the current devel opnents because of their inplications on
the nation's continued stability and Malay unity.

It appears that Umo has to face its noment of truth as it stands before
the threshold of a new political era.

Wth the close of the recent general election, it is high tinme that Umo
menbers accept the reality of the current political trend. They nust
realise that there are still challenges ahead and that they have to be
prepared for thembefore Umo's foes decide its destiny.

It is unsettling to note that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has indicated that this would be his last term Ml aysi ans have
never been so secure and safe as under his guardi anship. Wile sone so-
cal l ed Mal aysi ans continue to be critical of himw thout any consideration
for his sacrifices, Dr Mahathir has al ways renained a tolerant figure
di spl ayi ng exceptional maturity.

He has always had the interest of his nation at heart. And to carry on
the struggle for the Mal ays and the nation, he has chosen Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi (Pak Lah), a noteworthy and capabl e | eader, to
assune the reins.

Contrary to the belief of some, Umo's struggle is not over yet and its
menbers must unite under the inmnent |eadership of Abdullah to face the
ever-changing world and regain the confidence of our stray brethren.

We have to exam ne the political trend and strengthen Umo to nake it
the single, vital party to bring about effective change in the collective
i nterest of our race and nation.

Uniting with our stray brethren will not be an easy matter. Wiile the
fault may lie with others, as mature Mal ays, we nmust strive for unity to
shape our own destiny and that of future generations, not to mention,
their continued security and prosperity.

It is unfortunate that they who have gone astray have stressed on a
political awakening and reformati on when in fact, the Mal ays have never
been deprived economically, particularly under the NEP and NDP. It is
hoped that they will come to terms with the truth and cease bei ng nmade
puppets of by other parties who will stop at nothing to achieve their
ai ms.

Qur recent experience fromthe economic turmoil should al so serve as a
| esson to us.

It has inadvertently denonstrated what our enem es are capabl e of and
how cl ose we canme to losing our dignity and pride.

Li kewi se, our past successes do not mean that our glory and dignity wll
be permanent. Chal |l enges and danger continue to prow all the tinme. It is
i nperative that Umo be alert at all tinmes and remain united agai nst
forces trying to bring it down.

Mal aysia, or for the matter, Umo, has never been free of accusations
and al l egations that denobcracy is non-existent as there has not been a
cl ear change of | eadership in recent years. But then, isn't it part of
denocracy if the continuity of |eadership is the wish of the magjority?

Denocracy nmay avail us of the right as menbers to el ect new | eaders but
the very fact that one would not stop at anything for one's persona



benefit, under the guise of denocracy, should not be taken lightly.

I ndeed, the practice of denpcracy should be watched with caution so that
it is used wisely and not for the benefit of certain parties who are
"wol ves in sheep's clothing."

In any case, denocracy may bring about changes but it has its price. Do
we need to draw reference to the unfortunate incident of May 13 or for
that matter, the turnoil that has befallen our neighbours, particularly,

I ndonesi a? Need it be said further that denocracy has never been a too
for mankind in the interest of the human race?

To all ny Malay brethren, particularly Umo nenbers, | ask that they
exercise caution in their actions/decisions and not be influenced by false
i deal s and sel f-seeking individuals. Let's set aside our differences and
transformour efforts and resources into sincere sacrifices in the
interest of unity and the nation's stability.

We certainly do not need canps and factions within Umo as they woul d
ultimately destroy the party.

Let it be known that Umo is not a vehicle for one's personal politica
aspirations or econonic gain.

As the ol d adage goes "United we stand, divided we fall". Let's not
forsake the efforts of our |eaders who have fought so hard for Umo's

gl ory.
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