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Umo not spreading its wi ngs to Sarawak

Lokman Mansor

UMNO has decided that it is not tine yet for the party to spread its w ngs
to Sarawak al t hough there will be sone benefits in such a nove, Prine

M ni ster and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad says.

The Umo Suprene Council, after discussing the issue at |length, wants to
stress that any Umo divisions that have been set up in Sarawak are not
recogni sed by the party, he said.

"If we do go to Sarawak, it will be to strengthen the Barisan Nasi onal
and not to split its conponent parties,” Dr Mahathir said after chairing
t he Suprene Council neeting in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

It was reported that former Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu Sarawak
deputy president Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha had initiated efforts to
bring Umo to Sarawak, including a planned gathering in Kuching on
February 27.

Dr Mahathir said he has witten to the organising chairmn of the
gathering to i nformhi mthat Umo does not recognise the efforts on behal f
of the party in the state, and to request that the gathering be cancell ed.

On reports that Goup Acivil servants will be allowed to participate in
politics, the Prime Mnister said existing governnent service rules
prohi bit these officers from doing so.

"Any st atenent by anyone that Umo wants those in G oup Ato be active
inpoliticsis sinply not true," he said.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said the Suprene Council is satisfied with the
candi dat es sel ecti on process and canpai gning for the party's upconi ng
el ections in My.

"However, | amquite di sappointed with sone comments claining that |
want only the president's post to be uncontested, and that | have left it
open for a contest for the deputy president's post.

"This inplies that | only want to save nyself, and this is not true. It
was a Suprene Council decision to issue a no-contest advice for the top
two posts. This advice is fromthe Suprenme Council and also fromne," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Asked about Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's reported comment that he will not
contest either of the top two posts, Dr Mahathir said he wel cones the
stand, pointing out that as a menber of the Suprenme Council, Razal ei gh
wi || be expected to honour its unani nous deci si on.

On the code of ethics for the party el ecti ons, Umo nmanagement and
di sci plinary conm ttee chai rman Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi said
candi dat es cannot buy votes or nom nati ons; give presents to del egates;
cover del egates' costs to attend the general assenbly.

Dr Mahat hir reni nded Umo branch officials not to go around neeting
potential candi dates and aski ng for something in return for noninating or
voting for them

He al so announced that Tan Sri Muhammad Muhamrad Tai b has returned to
t he Suprene Council as Ummo vice president. Mihanmad was on | eave from
party posts pending court cases against him He was cl eared of all
char ges.
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