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Umo on the offensive against malicious web content with new portal

Abdul Razak Ahrad

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Internet sl ander-nongers beware. Umo is stepping up
its of fensive against malicious web content with the unveiling of a new
portal later this nonth.

The website offering services such as e-mail, search engines and |inks
to related websites, is expected to be | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

It will offer visitors links to current statenments by party | eaders and
ot her resources rebutting slanderous comments and articles on the
I nternet.

Visitors will also be able to communicate with party | eaders in online
foruns and via e-mail

The nove to set up the portal reflects recent statenents by party
| eaders on the need to respond to the proliferation of websites and
di scussi on groups spreadi ng nalicious news and runours concerning the
party and t he Government.

On Tuesday, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob was quoted as
saying that the Governnent had no intention of censoring the Internet, but
woul d instead use it as a mediumto counter the slanderous accusati ons.

H s statenment came in the wake of an earlier comment by Dr Mahathir who
expressed his disappoi ntnent that while others were naki ng good use of the
Internet, "in Malaysia we find the Internet is used to disseninate surat
| ayang, not nore than that".

The Prime Mnister said this on Monday during his visit to Chicago.

A party enpl oyee involved in the project said another reason for
creating the portal was to enable the party to cope with the increasing
traffic on its Berita e-Umo | nternet newspaper.

"We have had six million hits (one hit denotes one packet of information
contained in a page which a visitor accesses, and a page may contain
several packets of information) since the website started operating in
April," he said.

The portal has been under construction over the past three weeks and
will utilise a high-powered Internet server and wirel ess application
protocol technol ogy.

Thi s woul d speed up access while enabling users to access the site using
WAP- compat i bl e devi ces such as Personal Digital Assistants and nobile
phones.

The source said the Buletin Ml aysia website set up by the Prine
M nister's Departnment to counter issues raised by the Governnent's critics
had not been as effective as hoped.

One reason was because the website depended too nmuch on the posting of
newspaper articles online rather than providing responses.

Apart fromBerita e-Umo (|l ocated at http://ww. e-umo. net.ny), the
party has its website at http://ww. unmo. org. imy.
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