28/ 05/ 2000
Umo Youth needs to chart new course to wi n back younger generation

Ai non Mohd
UWMNO Yout h's new I ine-up of State chiefs and appoi nted exco nenbers has
been unveiled - with no surprises.

Overall, it does not differ nuch fromthat of the nmovement's previous
line-up in the sense that nost of themare professionals in their 30s and
fast approaching 40, the cut-off age for nenbership.

The Cvs of the excos were distributed to the Press. No doubt, an
i npressive |line-up one woul d say, conprising | awers, architects, doctors
and a dentist.

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein, in announcing his teamon
Thursday, decided to retain five State chiefs - Abdul Rahi m Mohd Sai d
(Terengganu), Zahari Kechi k (Kelantan), Mohd Ismail O hman (Penang), Janal
Nasir Rashdi (Perak) and Dr Nasrah Salim (Johor).

The new faces were Ismail Kassim (Perlis), Abdul Wahab Di n (Kedah),

Dat uk Mohd Zaini Salleh (Pahang), Dr Kari m Mansor (Sel angor), Ahnad Fauz
Zahari (Kual a Lunpur), Shazi man Abu Mansor (Negri Senbilan), Abdullah
Sal | eh (Mal acca) and Tawfi q Abu Bakar (Sabah).

Hi shammuddi n al so appointed five exco nenbers - Zein Isma | smail, Datuk
Wan Ahnmad Farid, Jam|ludin Junit, Sahar Sakar and Shansul Naj m
Shansuddi n.

Per haps the nost significant devel opnent is the inclusion of businessnen
inthe teamand the fact that for the first time, a 25-year-old, Harrison
Hassan, was nmade executive secretary to "represent the younger
generation”.

H shanmuddi n had reiterated time and again in many of his speeches that
t he younger generation would be given a place in the novenent for the
future of Umo lay wi th young Ml ays.

Some detractors woul d however |ike to argue that the new line-up failed
toreflect this. For a start, they say that only Harrison' s appoi nt ment
could be seen as one to represent his peers.

H shanmuddi n, however, defended his nove and was qui ck to point out that
t he appoi ntnent was sufficient and that Harrison was gi ven an "i nport ant

post".

"I can only appoint five people into the |line-up, and since he got an
i mportant post, | think it is nore than sufficient to get young
professionals to contribute to our struggles."

However, an Umo veteran and former Youth | eader said: "If Umo Youth

truly wishes to live up toits claimas a youth novenent, it needs to be
in constant touch with the young Ml ays.

"To convince the young Mal ays that their future is intertwined with
Umo's durability, Umo Youth rmust allowthemto be part of the novenent
and hol d sone i nportant posts."

He added that a formalised arrangenment which offered the younger
generation a chance to participate in the decision-nmaking process would be
a good training ground for them

"Umo needs to experinment with new channel s of comuni cati on because the
informal network that has worked so far cannot cope with the demands of an
expandi ng and increasingly articul ate nenmbership."

He said only by doing this would the younger Ml ays feel a sense of
bel onging to the party.

"They nmust remenber, the young Mal ays who are di senchanted with the
movenent are nore likely to stay away. But, nevertheless, this is a good



start and hopefully, this will be the prelude to nore changes to cone."

A political observer said |ooking at the Iine-up, one could not help but
agree with the tewntysonet hings that the only reason why sone of their
peers want to join the party is because it can be a stepping stone to
busi ness deal s and opportunities as the novement's | eadership is dom nated
by busi nessnen.

"Never mind if all those stuff about struggling for the race, country
and religion should cone second. "

Wrse still, he added, those within or outside Umo m ght concl ude that
the novenent is "the place to get position and power as well as business".

He said the kanpung fol k and the younger generation cannot be bl amed for
thinking that the novenment is neant only for the elite and the rich who
cannot truly understand or grasp the true neaning of struggling to nake
ends neet or the needs of the younger generation

A political witer, when asked about the |ine-up, straight away said
Umo Youth nust renenber that the politics of wealth and elitismhas no
pl ace in an organisation that draws its strength fromthe grassroots.

The new line-up therefore must chart a new course and for the betternent
of the movenent.

To wi n back the respect of the younger generation, the novenent mnust be
able to articulate issues and chart a new and dynami c course to enable it
to performits watchdog functions and to harness its energies for the rea
t ask ahead.

"Even party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad during his younger
days spoke frankly on issues.

"H s enthusiasmwas evident in his speeches which dwelt on the nation
and national |eadership. Unfortunately, the novenent is |acking in these
yout hful enthusiasm " said a party veteran.
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