18/ 01/ 2000
Umo sacks 5, issues show cause |letters to another 64

Fadzil Ghazali
THE Ummo Suprene Council |ast ni ght sacked five nenbers and i ssued show
cause letters to another 64 for disloyalty towards t he novenment during the
10t h general el ections.

The party's deputy president and Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said two of themhad contested for the Opposition
during the polls, and they have been banned fromUmo for life.

Speaking to reporters in Kuala Lunpur after chairing a three-hour

nmeeting of the Suprene Council, he noted that no prom nent nenber was
i nvol ved.
The two slapped with a life-ban are Usaili Alias who stood on a Keadilan

ticket for the state seat of Bota in Perak and Mohd Azmi Lop Yusoff who
contested as a Pas candi date for the Bandar state seat in Terengganu.

The ot her three sacked are Azm Sal | eh and Mohanmad Embong who deserted
the party to join Pas, and Datuk Syed Orar @Abu Bakar Abdul | ah, for
canpai gning for Pas. Al three are from Ter engganu.

The 64 nenbers i ssued with show cause | etters are fromthe Sepang Umo
di vi si on.

Abdul | ah presi ded over the neeting in place of Prinme M nister and Umo
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who is abroad for a holiday and a
working trip.

On Umo veteran Tun Chafar Baba's suggestion that the two top posts in
Umo be contested in the coming party el ections, Abdullah said: "It is an
i ssue whi ch has al ready been di scussed. "

It is the opinion of one nmenber and every Umo nmenber is entitled to his
view, he said, adding that: "Of and on, the i ssue can be expected to be
brought up by nenbers"”.

The neeting al so saw the Umo Youth and Wanita | eaders expressing
support for the Supreme Council's stand that there be no contest for the
posts of president and deputy president this Muy.

"The Umo Yout h and Wanita Umo chiefs infornmed the council that the two
nmovenent s have deci ded to accept the Suprene Council's advice,"” Abdul | ah
sai d.

On January 3, the Suprenme Council had proposed that Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Abdul | ah be nom nat ed unopposed to the top
two Umo posts.

Dr Mahat hir has been party president since 1981, while Abdul | ah has been
perform ng the duties of the deputy president for the past one year. The
deputy president's post fell vacant foll owi ng t he expul si on of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi min Septenber 1998.

The Suprenme Council also directed all Umo divisions to step up their
respective progranmes i n respect of activities at the nosques nati onw de.

"The central religious bureau will provide the directionrelatedto
nosque and surau activities for inplenentation by the divisional bureaus,"
he added.

The di vi si onal | evel bureaus on education, |abour, information and ot her
matters were nmeanwhil e al so i nstructed by the Supreme Council to intensify
their activities.
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