03/ 01/ 2000
Umo Suprene Council to fix dates for assenbly, party polls today

Ram an Sai d
UWNO, the backbone of the Barisan Nasional, is up for another test soon -
el ection of office bearers in the suprene council

Wil e the Nov 29 general election which was held | ast year was i nportant
in allow ng the people to choose the Government, the Umo polls are
equally vital as it involves electing the party's key deci si on- nakers.

VWil e party nmenbers are making preparations for that, others outside the
party are al so caught up in the excitenent.

This is an election which is closely followed within and outside the
party.

"One should realise the inportance of the decision that's going to be
made by the party del egates. They are actually choosing the future | eaders
of this country," as one senior MCA | eader observed.

It is hard not to agree with this as Umo's top echel ons equal the
country's top | eaders.

By convention, the Umo president and deputy president have al ways
becone the Prinme M nister and Deputy Prinme M nister.

Besi des, two-thirds of the Cabinet Mnisters' posts are usually held by
Umo, not to nmention the posts of Deputy Mnisters and Parlianmentary
Secretaries.

Umo is, after all, the mainstay of the ruling coalition

"The party election may be Umo's internal affair but | feel al
Mal aysi ans, irrespective of their race or religion, have a stake in it as
it is actually a process of deternining the | eaders of the country,” said
t he sane MCA | eader.

Umo del egates to the assenbly shoul d take note of their heavy
responsi bility when casting their votes.

The Umo suprenme council, the party's hi ghest decision-nmaking body, is
expected to fix the dates of the general assenbly and el ection for party
posts when it neets today.

There are signs that the assenbly may be held nmuch earlier than June
and several top party | eaders have openly expressed desire for this.

Last week, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, a vice-president who is
carrying out the duties of the party deputy president, said he preferred
the assenbly be held earlier.

This woul d reduce internal politicking while giving del egates an
opportunity to discuss the Novenber general election while it is stil
fresh in their mnds.

Abdul | ah had already i ssued a warning to aspirants not to be over-
zeal ous when canpai gni ng

Al so agreeing to an early assenbly is party secretary-general Tan Sri
Mohd Khal il Yaakob, who said that discussions on the general elections are
best done when the issue is still hot.

Sone observers are | ooking at an April assenbly, basing their
cal cul ations on the time needed for branches and divisions to concl ude
their nmeetings and nom nate candi dat es.

By then, a clear picture on possible contests for the various party
posts will energe al though intense | obbying by aspiring candi dates are
said to have al ready start ed.

The spotlight on this year's election will certainly be on the deputy
president's post, the three vice-president's seats and the heads of the
Yout h and Wanita w ngs.



However, a contest for the seat fornerly held by Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mmay not materialise if a no-contest proposal for the posts of
presi dent and deputy president is adopted by the suprene council

Thi s happened in the last party election when the party decided well in
advance that there should not be any contest for both positions.

But there is a big difference this tine around - with Anwar sacked from
the party in Septenber 1998, the deputy president's post is now vacant.

Thus, the party has to work out a forrmula if it wants to avoid a contest
for the nunber two post.

If there is one thing that is certain, party president and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will not be chal | enged.

He has indicated his willingness to defend his seat if re-nom nated, and
there already are expressions asking himto continue to | ead the party.

Abdul lah is also tipped to continue to be the party's nunber two, and
the assenbly may endorse his position.

Abdul I ah currently holds one of the three vice-president's seats but has
been entrusted by the suprene council to assune the duties of deputy
president, a nove which has given himthe edge over other candi dates.

It is still too early to see whether a battle for the nunber two post is
on the cards, but several faniliar nanmes have al ready sounded out their
willingness to make a bid for one of three vice-presidential posts.

| ncunbent vice-presidents are Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak and former former Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihammad Muhamad
Tai b, who has been on | eave fromperform ng his duties follow ng his
corruption trial

It is interesting to see whet her Muhammad, who has been acquitted, will
defend his seat.

The supreme council is expected to make sone i nportant decisions when it
nmeet s today.

This is the first nmeeting for the new millenniumand its decisions can
have far-reaching inplications on the party and the country.
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