24/ 07/ 2000
Umo throws a dare to Pas

Nel son Fer nandez

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Ummo today chal |l enged Pas to prove that none of its
menbers, supporters or activists were linked to the Al -M' unah

devi ationi st group.

Umo information chief Datuk Mistapa Mohaned said Pas had until now
refrai ned fromdenying Governnment's findings that nost of the 1,800
menbers of the group were Pas nenbers.

"Pas seens to be distancing itself fromthe issue. Until now, it has not
cone out with sonmething concrete to say that it has no link to the group."

Must apa, who is also Umo Kel antan chi ef, was speaking to reporters
after closing a two-day i nformati on course organi sed by the party for its
di vision information chiefs here.

Al so present were Umo vice-presidents Tan Sri Muhammad Muhamad Tai b
and Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin, who earlier took part in a dial ogue session
with those who attended the course.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad on Thursday had reveal ed
that nost of the Al -M' unah group, who were involved in the arnms hei st and
hostage incident in Perak earlier this nonth, were Pas nenbers.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, had said Pas flags, signboards
and banners were displayed at Al -M' unah centres and on its foll owers'
vehi cl es.

Must apa said Pas had so far distanced itself by denying it had links to
the group sinply because it could not prove otherw se.

"But of course, its followers and supporters will always believe
everthing they say, even if there is solid proof against the party."

Muhyi ddi n, during the dialogue, criticised Pas for making fal se
al l egations that the Sauk incident was Umo's "stage dram".
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