12/ 12/ 2000

Umo to curb use of nosques as political platforns

KUANTAN, Mon. - Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Mohd Khalil Yaakob said
that the party woul d take neasures to curb the use of nobsques by certain
gquarters who took advantage of the break between tarawi h prayers to
deliver political talks and al so to condemm the Gover nment.

"What di sappoints nme nost is the fact that these quarters include
political issuesinthe taraw h prayers which are perforned during this
holy month of Ranmdan,” he said.

He was asked to conment on the statenent by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who expressed hi s di sappoi nt nent that there were several
i mans who had expl oited t he i ncreased nunber of congregati on at nosques
during the fasting nmonth by giving political talks.

He said this after breaking fast with the Kuantan Unmmo nmenbers here,
| ast night.

"These quarters go to the nbsques and i nsert sone political elenents in
bet ween the taraw h prayers, even though they know that sonme of the
congregation are agai nst their actions, he said.
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