16/ 11/ 2000
Umo to di scuss amendnments (HL)

Nur ai na Sarmad

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Two days before its special general assenbly, Ummo
supreme council nmeets tonorrowto fine-tune and further di scuss proposed
amendnents to the party constitution

Two proposal s, the extension of tenure of council menbers fromthree to
five years and the proposed formati on of Puteri Umo as a separate entity
to Wanita Umo, are expected to be further scrutinised at the neeting.

The council is also expected to di scuss a popul ar proposal fromthe
grassroots which the council rejected - the election of suprene council at
di vision-1level and the abolition of the percentage system (of nom nations)
for candi dates contesting the party's top posts.

Al did not seemwell follow ng the council's announcenent | ast nonth of
t he proposed anendnents to be tabl ed at the speci al assenbly.

A division head said this was because there had been a consensus on the
proposal for the party elections to be held at the division-level, the
rati onal e being that the el ection of party | eaders should refl ect the
wi shes of the majority of party menbers.

He said this was significant in efforts to further denbcratise the party
and at the sane tine help repair Umo's "elitist inmage" of a party that
was not reaching out to the grassroots.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad tol d a Press conference
after the council nmeeting last nonth that the proposal was rejected
because of "l ogistic problens”.

Party nenbers were al so unhappy that the council had rejected "the
conmon proposal " for the percentage systemto be scrapped.

A di vi si on chi ef said many nmenbers were puzzl ed why this was rejected as
this proposal was "a conmon stand"” nmade known to t he special conmittee
studyi ng the anendnents headed by party vice-president Tan Sri Mihyi ddin
Yassin whi ch went on a nationwi de tour to obtain feedback fromthe ground.

He sai d many were confounded by the fact that the proposals to extend
t he suprene council's tenure and the formation of Puteri Umo "had cone
fromthe council itself and not fromthe grassroots."

Many menbers feel that there is no need for an extension (of tenure) as
the exi sting status has proven to be working well.

Di vi sion heads cited several inplications, anong which were that it
woul d kill denocracy and that it woul d turn away younger nenbers, the very
peopl e Umo wants to attract.

Awar e of the dissenting voices, party deputy president Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi met all division heads on Sunday to gain their
f eedback, giving an assurance that the supreme council would | ook into
t hei r objecti ons.

He al so said the party managenent neeting woul d t horoughly study t hese
proposal s.

Meanwhi | e, a Johor Umo | eader sprang a surprise when he filed a notice
with the party headquarters on Friday that he woul d be tabling an
i ndi vi dual notion to oppose these proposal s.

Adam Ham d, Senai division chief, told reporters today that he was
confident he woul d get support fromthe del egates, thus denying the
supreme council the two-thirds needed to have the resol utions passed.

In the wake of this devel opnment, many Umo nenbers have taken a positive
view, saying that "it means denocracy is still alive."

"The | eadership is responding to dissenting voices. This is a good



sign," a division head sai d.
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