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Umo unity inportant for all Ml aysians

Har dev Kaur
THE 54t h Umo general assenbly is over. The del egates have el ected t he
party | eadership which will |lead themfor the next three years. Wile the

bal | ots were secret, the views of the del egates were nmade | oud and cl ear
during the debate

The del egates returned hone after three days, having done their duty to
the party and having said their piece and articulating their views.

Umo is a Malay party. But its influence is pervasive. The activities of
the party - the general assenbly, debate, elections and quarrels - are
cl osel y wat ched by Mal aysi ans and forei gners alike.

As the donminant party in the Bari san Nasional (BN), Umo's fortunes and
health are inportant for all Ml aysians, irrespective of race, culture and
religion. As the future of all Malaysians is tied to Umo, even if they
are not, and cannot be, its menbers, this puts a greater responsibility on
the Umo | eader shi p.

Wth the party elections over, it is time to get down to work to ensure
that the country's devel opnent agenda and its Vision 2020 are not
derail ed. The envi ronment has changed dranatical |y and one needs t o adj ust
to the new environnent which may not be as friendly as previously.

Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
rem nded del egates that they "nust learnto live and succeed in a hostile
envi ronment ".

The environnent is hostile in nore ways than one. The new y-el ect ed
menbers of the Supreme Council, and indeed all party nenbers, must prepare
to face greater challenges and to deal with the changed and "hostile
envi ronment .

The el ected | eaders have a duty not only to their race, their divisions,
and their party but also to all Ml aysians to ensure that their future and
that of future generations is not jeopardised.

Dr Mahathir said he has tried all means - appeal, scol ding, persuasion,
threats, crying - but nothing has worked. This year, he resorted to
prayer. His sinple nessage and wish is to see the party united. Umo party
unity is paranount to the nation and its well-being.

United, the 2.8 mllion nenbers can nove the world, if they so desire.

Al t hough i n nuch smal | er nunbers, but fiercely united and with a conmon
pur pose and mission, the Malays were able to fight the British in 1946.

Unity and resilience will enabl e Umo to achi eve greater hei ghts which
will benefit not only the Malays but all Ml aysi ans and t he nati on.

Di vided, there is the danger of the party weakening. Already, there are
splinter parties of those who were fornally Umo menbers.

Lessons frompolitical parties in other countries should be | earnt.
These i ncl ude t he Kuom ntang i n Tai wan, the Misli mLeague i n Paki st an and
the Congress Party in India.

The I ndian Congress Party's divisioninto Congress and Congress | |eft
the original party weakened and di sunited. This al so nade it |ess
effective as the factions were just fractions of the party's forner sel f.

Dr Mahathir told the assenbly at the end of the three days that he was
going to entrust his deputy Datuk Abdul | ah Badawi wi th greater offici al
responsibilities while he hinself travelled the | ength and breadth of the
country to foster greater unity anong party nmenbers.

But the job of ensuring party unity should not be left to the president
al one. O her nenbers of the Suprenme Council and divisional and branch



| eaders, too, have a duty. As they are constantly in touch with the
grassroots, it istheir duty and responsibility to ensure that party unity
i s mai ntai ned and strengt hened.

Undoubt edl y, the party has gone through difficult tinmes. But so has the
country. It is inportant that sufficient preparations are made to neet new
and greater challenges - both internal and external.

The recent financial crisis and the handling of it proves without a
doubt the need for conm tment and a sense of purpose. It woul d have been
easier to be just a foll ower and pawn t he country. Foreign funds woul d
have been di sbursed to Mal aysia at a price. That woul d have nmeant the | oss
of its econom c and perhaps even political independence.

Besi des, the restructuring of Mal aysi an society in accordance with the
New Economi ¢ Policy (NEP) and its successor, the National Devel opnment
Policy (NDP), woul d have been undone. Mal aysi a's progress woul d have been
nullified. It woul d no | onger be i ndependent as its | eaders woul d be
dictated to by the creditors.

Today, not only has the country recovered, but its policies have been
acknow edged by even its worst critics. More inmportantly, the homegrown
pol i ci es have ensured that the fabric of the Mal aysi an soci ety has
remai ned i ntact.

Umo nenbers have a greater responsibility to ensure that the
achi evenents and progress of the country and its people, of all races,
creed and religion, are not sacrificed by its internal quarrels and
di vi si ons.

As nmenbers of the donmi nant and nost powerful political party inthe
country, they have a noral duty to all Mal aysi ans, and not just to the
Mal ay race, to ensure a unified and prosperous Mal aysia. A country where
Mal aysi ans can wal k tall and conti nue to nake their own deci si ons and be
proud to be Ml aysi ans.

( END)
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