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Umo wars of succession

Abdul | ah Ahmad

ANCI ENT and nodern history is full of exanpl es of extraordi nary fathers
who sired extraordi nary sons and daughters. Lord Randol ph Churchill sired
W nst on; Jawaharl al Nehru, |ndira Gandhi; Sol onon, Bandaranai ke
Kumar at unga; Joseph Kennedy, John Kennedy; Lee Kuan Yew, Hsi en Loong;
Sukarno, Megawati Sukarnoputri and Datuk Onn Jaafar, Hussein.

In sone cases, as in Datuk Seri Najib, Datuk H sharmuddi n and Mokhzani
to name only three, they m ght have been great successes on their own, but
they do owe much to their dads' nanes which are wel | -known.

But in sonme cases, the fathers' influence on their sons, |ike that of
Joseph Kennedy over John Kennedy and Leopol d Mbzart on Amadeus, were
telling and very del i berate. Joseph Kennedy Sr began careful |y grooning
hi s second son, John, for the Ameri can presidency of the US after his
el dest son, Joseph Jr, was killed in Wrld War |Il. Leopold Mzart
systemati cal | y exhi bited perhaps even exploited his son's nusical talents
wi t hout whi ch we mi ght not have t he pl easure of enjoyi ng Mbzart's geni us.

Mozart came to epitom se classical nusic inits purity of formand
mel ody. Mozart played a significant role in the devel opnent of the
synmphony, as did Beet hoven, Haydn and Schubert. Soneti nes the influence
was i nadvertent, as with Tun Razak, whose | eukaem a cut short a gl ori ous
prem ership, | eaving his ol dest son, Najib, strugglingto equal his many
acconpl i shrent s.

The greatest prize in a war or an electionis for the victor to wite
its history. |Imagi ne, had Japan won Wrld War |11, what versi ons we woul d
be readi ng or i magi ne, had TengKu Razal ei gh Hanzah won t he 1987 Umo
presidential election, what type of Mal aysia we woul d be living in!

The Umo Suprene Council has suggested or decided, if youwll, there
woul d be no contest for the two top posts in the party which | eaves only
the three vice presidents' posts and suprene councillors on offer in the
May el ection. The Umo president, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamaed, hinmsel f had said that it was up to Umo divi si ons whet her to heed
t he Suprene Council's advice. Whatever, it will be very rapaci ous
proceedi ngs.

It will be a battle royal of uni magi nabl e consequences over who should
succeed Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Badawi . The contest for supreme councillors
will be less than a thriller, it will be hard-fought though the results
are predi ctabl e. There are few candi dates for vice presidents many Umo
wat chers consi der outstandi ng. No gi ants, even potential ones.

An Umo ol d hand, using his cellular phone, called to tell me this:
"Dol I ah, the giants have vani shed fromthe political scene - there is now
gui ded denocracy in the party." Whatever, ny advice for the woul d-be
candidates is: the finest way to die (politically) is after the excitenent
of fighting an Umo el ection. Exanpl es: Tengku Razal ei gh, Tan Sri Misa
Hitam and a few ot hers.

| try hard fromBig Apple to glance at today's political horizon in
Mal aysia, in Umo in particular. Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra brought us
i ndependence, Tun Razak gave the Mal ays and Mal aysi a a new begi nni ng, Tun
Hussein Onn carried out it on. Dr Mahathir vigorously enl arged what Razak
started, and he is doing a fine job. He is in great health

To be a great man, one nust achi eve sonething definite and Dr Mahat hir
has. Li ke the US Federal Reserve chairman, M Al an Greenspan, Dr Mahathir
is also 73 years old, and both have won a new vote of confidence for their



"wi se and steady | eadership”. Dr Mahathir has transformed the nation from
t he wret ched dark days to an astoni shi ng econoni ¢ growth whi ch has created
t he bi ggest mi ddle class in Associ ati on of Sout h- East Asian Nations, and

t he pinnacl e of success awaits Ml aysi a.

Razak's sudden death on January 14 1976 changed t he Mal aysi an politi cal
picture. It became a murky, deformed and debased pl ace as a result of
Ghul ami s unfretted power and intrigues which, inthe end, fortunately for
Mal aysi ans, brought hi mnowhere. | must confess | don't ever want to
relive those years. They were cruel, ruthl ess, barbarous and degradi ng. Dr
Mahat hir changed all that by liberalising the nation. Mhamad, Dr
Mahat hir's father, a headrmaster, was not a well-known teacher nationally,
but he did the nation an i nmense servi ce.

He personal |y supervi sed Dr Mahathir's upbringi ng and early education
and handed on to himthe aspiration to be fair, teach himto fight for
i ndependence, respect human rights, and rid the nation of fear and want. |
am sure the headnmaster had a great influence on his son - he wel coned back
Umo | eaders and menbers who were witch-hunted and jail ed by Ghul am and
even those who fought bitterly against himin 1987 - Razal ei gh, Misa,

Abdul | ah, Datuk Rais Yatim Datuk Kadir Shei kh Fadzir and many ot hers.

It does seemthat Abdullah, all being well, will succeed Dr Mahathir
when he finally | eaves the political scene, To be fair, one cannot judge
Abdul I ah until he takes over the | eadership. Abdullah only needs to
remenber that success contains withinit the gerns of failure, and the
reverse is also true. He knows the latter well enough. He is very
determ ned to becone a prine mnister, and Abdul | ah has sonet hi ng goi ng
for himto fulfil his anbition.

That settled. Wio then do we have in the third echel on? Najib, Datuk
Abdul Ghani Gt hnman, Rais Yatim Datuk Panglinma Osu Sukam Datuk Seri Taj ul
Rosli, Tan Sri Khalil Yaakub and Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar. They are not
much younger than Abdul | ah except for Najib, Osu and Ghani. The previous
steady condition of Umo politics has been a boon to several of these
politicians but situations have changed and are shifting. In a broad
context it should not be easy for nost to do well than in the past. Put
another way, if the top posts were contested, these personalities woul d be
val ued hi gher than they are worth.

Al'l the persons | have listed are acceptable, one or two are even wel | -
liked in some quarters. What Umo needs is a young understudy for
Abdul | ah, because | believe, Dr Mahathir is in for a long period. By the
ti me Abdul | ah succeeds Dr Mahathir he will be in md or |ate sixties
hi nsel f. He woul d need sonmeone as hi s deputy who shoul d be as cont enporary
as he coul d be.

Soon after the Y2K Cabinet |ine-up was announced, | wote in this
newspaper who, in ny opinion, should be seriously considered as one of the
vice presidents - Hi shanmuddin. He appears to be the best qualified to face
the next wave.

Young, resol ute, perceived as cl ean, reasonabl e, abl e even personabl e.
More importantly, he will not be an overly well-scripted candi date, unlike
hi s i mredi at e predecessor i n Penuda, Datuk Zahi d Ham di .

Fol | owi ng the general elections, the Johor and Sabah Umo, even Negeri
Sernbi | an and Mal acca Umo, seened to have been pl eased with thensel ves and
wi th good reason. | know a few Umo personalities who are not al toget her
inhighspirit follow ng their extrenely poor perfornmances. But who can
t hey bl ane except thensel ves? One or two have devel oped danger ous
del usi ons of power - insane assunptions that they were adored and nore
influential than they really were.

| f Hi sharmuddi n stands, and | hope he does, he will cancel out Syed Ham d
and CGhani. Both shoul d step asi de for Hi shanuddi n who has a better chance



than either to achieve the ultimate political prize in Ml aysian politics.

I f Hi shanuddi n declines, which is a shanme, Johor Umo nust decide it is
ei ther CGhani or Syed Hanmid. | say neither should stand. H shamuddinis a
sure winner. There is no guarantee either Ghani or Syed Hamid will wn. |
reckon the early favourites are Hi shanuddi n, Gsu and Naji b.

Hi shamuddin and Najib are first cousins and sons of former prine
m ni sters. The great advantage H shanmuddi n has over Najib is that he is
younger, newer and hails fromJohor, the Umo heartl and, which ensures he
isunlikely to be beaten in the 11th general el ections.

Gsu is Sabah Umo's chieftain, a safe candi date who woul d not pose rmuch
of athreat to either Hi shamuddin or Najib in the run-up selection to
succeed Abdul | ah. Hitherto, Osu has di spl ayed no anbition to be nore t han
what he is. To be fair, nor has he di sowned such an expectation. Like in
love and war, all is fair in politics.

The | eadership of Umo Youth can be handed over to one of the |eading
nmenber s of the present Umo Youth Central Executive Conmittee who ideally
shoul d be younger than Hi shanuddi n. This must be done if Umo i s serious
about capturing the i magi nati on of Mal ay Yout hs and uni versity students.
The top Umo | eadershi p and Penuda shoul d be acutely aware of this for
future electoral victory.

The long-termsurvival of Umo will depend on the rush of the
t echnol ogi cal and conmuni cati ons advances whi ch woul d eventual Iy i ntrude
into Umo policy-making calculations. As in the Anerican presidentia
el ection 2000, the prinme issue will be educati on because we are in the
i nformation age where know edge- based econony rul es suprenely.

A serious consideration should be given to this possibility by the
Pemuda: not to nmake demand on Hi shanuddin, instead to strongly support him
to bid for one of the three vice presidents as his dad di d successfully
soon after he rejoined Umo in 1969.

H shanuddin is the vice-president-to-be, and his nentor, | know, wll
quietly support him

Politics is always fascinating, often provocative, even nore so in
Umo's in-fighting and el ecti ons. Expect intriguing details and unexpected
i nsights to enmerge during the Umo wars of successi on.

* The witer is Malaysia's special envoy to the United Nations.
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