10/ 05/ 2000
Umo Yout h, Wanita novenents el ect | eaders today

Fauzi ah Isnail; Loknan Mansor

THE 54t h Umo general assenbly kicks of f today with the Youth and Wanita

joint assenblies, with attention being focused on the wonen's wi ng where

i ncunbent Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man faces Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz in
a | eadership chall enge.

Yout h head Dat uk H shammuddi n Hussein, who i s al so Youth and Sports
M ni ster, has retained his post uncontested.

Siti Zaharah, who is also National Unity and Soci al Devel opnment
M ni ster, had wested the Wani ta chi ef post fromRafi dah during the Umo
el ection in 1996 by 27 votes. Siti Zaharah had pol | ed 271 vot es agai nst
Raf i dah's 244.

Rafi dah had held the post for 12 years since 1984 before she was
chal | enged by Siti Zahar ah.

The 673 del egates to the Wanita assenbly will el ect a deputy permanent
chai rman, the chief and her deputy and 15 exco nenbers. Tan Sri Ai shah
Ghani won uncontested for the post of permanent chairman.

Three are vying for the deputy permanent chairnman post incl uding
i ncunbent Sharifah Am nah Syed Ahnmad, Wanita chief (two including
i ncunbent Siti Zaharah), deputy chief (two) and 44 are contesting for 15
exco seats.

Rafi dah, who is al so International Trade and Industry Mnister, arrived
at a pre-council briefing in Kuala Lunpur yesterday acconpani ed by sone of
her supporters and Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil.

Shahrizat, who is al so Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Departnent, is contesting agai nst Ai non Khairiyah Abbas for the deputy
chi ef post.

Zahar ah, nmeanwhil e, was seen at the entrance of the hall wel com ng and
shaki ng hands with del egates as they wal ked in.

The cl osed-door briefing for Umo | eaders and del egates was by Prine
M ni ster and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

Anong those contesting for Wanita exco are two parlianentary secretaries
nanel y Dr Robi a Kosai (Land and Cooperati ve Devel opnent M nistry) and
Kansi yah Yeop (Prime M nister's Departnent), four senators (Datuk Hazi zah
Sultan, Melati Ali, Faezah Abu Kassin and Kam lia | brahinm, busi nesswoman
Dat uk Maznah Abdul Hami d and | awyer 11l ani |shak.

Each Umo di vi sion can send four del egates to the assenbly. The division
chiefs and their deputies are automati c del egates, while the other two are
nom nat ed by di vi si on nenbers.

Over at Umo Youth, a total of 666 del egates will attend the nmeeti ng and
vote for the Umo Yout h Exco, regarded as the training ground for future
Umo | eaders.

Wth the top post seeing no contest, attention has shifted to the deputy
Yout h head seat which will see a straight fight between Dat uk Abdul Aziz
Shei kh Fadzir and Zein Isma | smail .

Abdul Aziz, a businessnman, is tipped as the favourite based on the 124
nom nati ons he recei ved agai nst Zein Isma's 29.

Atotal of 61 candidates are vying for 19 posts in the Umo Youth
el ection. Three, includingincunmbent Deputy | nformati on M ni ster Dat uk
Khal i d Yunus, are contesting for the post of permanent chairman. Atotal
of 53 candi dates are contesting for 15 seats as Umo Youth Exco nenbers.

Very little surprises are expected fromthe Youth wi ng. Cbservers say
with H shanuddi n still Umo Yout h head, the novenent's nenbers shoul d face



no difficulties closing ranks after the el ections.
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