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Umo's struggle still unfinished

TRANSLATI ON of Prime Mnister and Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s speech at the Umo Ceneral Assenbly.

TH S year the Umo General Assenbly is held to coincide with Umo's
birthday to remnd us of the party's struggle and its 54 years' history.
During this period, a lot of achievenments have been nmade. W have defeated
attenpts by the British to seize the rights of the Malay as the true
owners of the Malay States and the Strait Settlenents, and with that we
managed to retain our rights over the Malay States.

We, Umo, have succeeded in fornul ati ng special strategies of co-
operation between the various ethnic groups in the Malay States so that
each will recognise the other's rights, and with that, ensure the success
of our struggle to |iberate and devel op our nation

Begi nning with the Federated Mal ay States which replaced the Ml ayan
Union, we were able to create a bigger Ml aysia together with Sabah,

Sar awak and Si ngapore. No force was used to unite these States - only

di pl omacy and negoti ati ons were used by the ruling Governnment which was
then regarded as new and i nexperienced in the field of negotiations which
i nvol ved sensitivities relating to parochialism race and religion.

When we found that Singapore and its | eadership were no | onger
conpatible with the spirit of the Federation and inter-racial tolerance,
wi t hout rmuch probl emwe gave Singapore its independence.

When Mal aysia was forned we continued to face the problens of inter-
racial relations as each race lived separately and was involved in
di fferent econonic functions, and as a result, differences existed in
respect of wealth, culture and world view.

In 1969, racial riots erupted, sonething which had been predicted by
foreign observers. These doonsayers were pleased with the May 13 riots as
they believed that Ml aysia would be destroyed, unstable and unsafe.
According to them it would not be possible to build and devel op Mal aysi a.
The Mal ays who hel d power through Umo would rule |ike tyrants who woul d
confiscate property bel onging to the non-Mal ays. According to them
Mal aysi a had no future. Like other countries which had gai ned
i ndependence, the natives would destroy all that was said to have been
built and devel oped by the col onisers during their tinme.

But, once again Umo has proven its wi sdom Nobody's property was
sei zed, instead the New Econonic Policy (NEP) was introduced and by
enl argi ng the econom c cake, the bum puteras gained their share w thout
robbi ng the rights of non-bum puteras.

As a result, rapid and conti nued devel opnent took place in an
envi ronnent of peace and harnony. Bumi puteras and non-bum puteras reaped
much benefits. Prosperity was evi dent everywhere, sonething which was
beyond everyone's expectations. Those who predicted that Ml aysia woul d be
a basket case were amazed at what they ternmed as the Ml aysian econonic
m racl e.

Thi s devel opnent brought vast changes anong t he Mal ays and ot her
bum puteras. Firstly, the people who used to live in the villages with its
own val ues and traditions have now mgrated to towns in droves.

Life in the villages and towns differs greatly. In the villages we are
under the scrutiny of our parents, famlies as well as our nei ghbours. So
we hold strongly to our traditions and culture. W are careful about our
behavi our. W respect our parents, families, neighbours and vill age



| eaders. They know us and vice versa. W safeguard our honour and that of
our village. W do not show off our capabilities, and we are not ponpous
and arrogant.

But, village fol ks may not progress and prosper or becone rich. In
Mal aysia no |l andlords own all the Iand which are | eased to the villagers.
In Mal aysia, villagers own | and which are usually small and sufficient to
provide for the needs of their own famly only. It is inpossible for
anyone to becone rich in the vill ages.

The limted village i ncome nmeans control |l ed expenses. Mney is used
prudently, and not spent for purposes other than to sustain a living. If
there is a feast, the villagers will co-operate with one another to reduce
expenses. Thus the spirit of nei ghbourliness prevails.

But when the NEP was inpl emented, the Malays, particularly the children
of rubber tappers and padi planters were given the opportunity to further
their studies, becone hi gh-ranki ng Governnent officers, professionals,
busi nessnen and entrepreneurs, Cass "A contractors and corporate
figures. Their incone increases. They no |onger return to the villages,

i nstead they become urban dwellers, with all the sophistication.

They have nore freedomin towns. No | onger are parents and nei ghbours
around to oversee their behaviour. In towns, they do not even know their
nei ghbours, so they are likely to ignore what the nei ghbours do. Urban
people are free to do what they please. It is not necessary to respect
anyone. Because of this, the original values of the Mal ays deteriorate and
are no | onger practised.

They appear unable to cope with prosperity and weal th. The | arge anopunt
of noney that they have is not regarded as investnent capital but is spent
carelessly with no regard for the future. Mney can buy anythi ng. Money
can buy influence and popularity. Mpney neans power. And noney for the
urban Mal ays, thanks to the NEP, is easily avail able.

It is clear that the success of the NEP which | eads to urban nigration
of the rural Ml ays, and whi ch makes t hem nore prosperous and need no
| onger scrounge for a living, able to spend nore than their needs, has
brought about new val ues for the Ml ays.

There are peopl e who suggest that Malays be a little rude. This
suggestion has been well received. But why be a little rude? Just be
downright rude. And so the views that it is unnecessary to feel obliged to
t he benefactors gai ned acceptance. There should not be any feeling of
gratitude, these sane peopl e suggest. There should be no sense of
i ndebt edness to those who have hel ped us. It is not wong to condemn and
ridicule them W need only be grateful to God. Qur bl essings and fortune
do not conme frompeople. If it does not come fromone person, it may cone
fromsonmeone el se. Therefore we need not be thankful to Prophet Mihamad
(peace be upon him. If it is not him it would be another individual who
woul d bring the nessage of Islam Therefore, we need not glorify Prophet
Muhanmmad. Suffice for us to be grateful to God only.

These are anong the val ues of some urban Mal ays now. And these val ues
are further eroded by politicians with vested interests. Don't be
t hankful , say these people. If we are in power, we will give you the sane
and may be nore. Therefore, reject those who have hel ped you. Instead bite
the hand that feeds you.

Use whatever neans you can to instil hason-pen letters, the press,
Internet, all these can be used. Call themw th disparagi ng | abel s because
inthis way we can incite greater hatred agai nst certain individuals.

Label them as Mahazalim Mhafiraun. Do we like tyrants, pharaohs? O

course not. So just hate those who are | abel |l ed Mahafiraun or Mahazal i m
There is no greater satisfaction than the feeling of hate. Therefore the
politics of devel opment is replaced by the politics of hatred. Hate him



and vote for ne!

These are sone of the changes that have taken place anong sone Ml ays
and bumi puteras as a result of Umo's success in inproving their economc
| ot. Should Umo discontinue the NEP so that the Malays will regress, be
renorseful and once again unite?

Renmenber, Umo's success in uniting the Malays in the m d-20th Century
was because the Malays felt threatened when confronted with the danger of
losing their country and identity. This external threat forced the Ml ays
to close ranks through Umo to defend thensel ves. They no | onger regarded
t hensel ves as soneone from Kedah, Perak, Penang, Johor, etc. For the first
time they were unani mous in regarding thensel ves as Mal ays. Only as a
united Malay race will they be able to save thensel ves and what they
i nherit.

If in the past Umo succeeded in uniting the Malays, can it not do the
same now? Actually we do not know. Maybe yes and naybe no. But whet her
this is possible or not, we nust try. That is the spirit of Umo. W
shoul d not be easily discouraged or adnmit defeat. W are responsible to
the Mal ays. Wether or not the Malays will acknowl edge this, this
responsibility is ours to bear. If we fail after trying, we nmust try
agai n.

Actually we have started to do this. If changes in Malay culture result
in gradual deterioration, then steps nust be taken to create and instil a
new culture that can resist tenptations and overcone chal |l enges of being
rich urban Ml ays.

Qbviously the strongest shield is Islamitself and its nobl e val ues.
Unfortunately the culture which prevail ed when Prophet Muhamrad brought
Islamto the Arabs had al ready been ignored by nost Muislins. Brotherhood
inlslamis no | onger practised by the Muslins. Everywhere they are at
| oggerheads with each other and are willing to collaborate with the
enem es of Islamto defeat their fell ow Muslins.

In Mal aysia this has begun to happen. There are Mal ays who al |l ow
thensel ves to be influenced by the enemies of Islam so that the efforts
to devel op and regain the glory of the Malays and Islamc civilisation
coul d be prevented.

Islamic experts like to blane Western Orientalists when discussing the
failures of Muslinms. They alleged that certain groups were created by the
British and the Jews to divide the Muslins and prevent their progress.
Their teaching that this world belongs to non-Mislins and the hereafter is
reserved for Muslinms is nuch wel coned by the enem es of Islam They know
that this belief anong Muslins will cause themto be preoccupied with al
ki nds of beliefs and activities allegedly enjoined by Islamto the extent
that they do not have tinme to achieve progress in this world. Wth the
energence of factions having conflicting views on the religion, enmty
among Muslins ensues, leading to their self-destruction. Their enem es
encourage and glorify splinter groups anong Muslins, to attack the | eadi ng
group which forns the majority. Al efforts by the leading majority group
to pronote Miuslins woul d be branded un-1slanmic. Preoccupied with defending
their Islamic credentials, the majority group could not focus on the
devel oprment of Muslins. In the end, efforts by Muslinms to nmaster al
aspects of know edge and skills to enable themto conpete with other races
will fail. Numerous attenpts have been nmade by Muslins to inprove
t hensel ves, but they have fail ed because of opposition by splinter groups
whi ch were influenced and supported by the enenies of Islam

Today, in Mal aysia we see how encouragenent and support is given to the
splinter party to oppose the Muslimmajority party. Al though we know t hat
the Western nedia and certain quarters detest Mislins whomthey portray as
terrorists, still they try to show Pas as a noderate party which shoul d be



supported by non-Muslins to topple the Umo-1led Governnment. |t appears as
if they would like to see Pas set up an Islamic State in Malaysia. Is it
true that they like an Islanmic State? It is highly possible that they do,
because they believe that if the country is governed by what they term as
I slamic fundanentalists, there will be uneasi ness anong non- Musl i ns and
will retard Mal aysia's devel opnent and progress, and weaken it until it is
recol oni sed. |If because of efforts by the enenmies of Islamthe support for
Umo dwi ndl es, then Umo would not be able to focus on the devel opnent of
Mal ays/ | sl am even, probably Umo may try to be nore Islamc than Pas,
reject what Pas | abels as secular so that Ml aysia continues to be
backward, weak, no | onger able to criticise the Wst and their apparatus
when they conmit injustice to devel oping nations. Today only Malaysia is
willing tocriticise the Wst. Surely they will feel relieved when Umo is
busy quarreling with Pas until they forget the injustices done on Mislins
i n Bosnia, Kosovo, Sudan, lIraq, Iran and others.

Umo's task is to try to bring the Malays to return to the brotherhood
and unity as preached by Islamso that the agenda of those who hate the
Muslinms will fail. For this, the splinter parties of Islamnust be made to
realise that they have been exploited by the enemies of Islam Inits
efforts to create the awareness anong these splinter parties, Umo nust
uphold the truth. Explain, tell the real situation. This is easy as we are
on the side of truth. Only those who do not uphold the truth will use al
ki nds of fal sehood, will cheat and lie. Only those who do not uphold the
true teachings of Islamw |l condemm other Muslins, will lie and abuse
ot her people. Only those who are immoral who will continue to |ie even
when their |ies are exposed.

God willing, if Umo persists to voice out the truth, ultinately, a
smal | nunber at least will open their nmnds and will reject fal sehood and
accept the truth. This is clear in the Surah Al-Isra, verse 81, which
states that: "Truth has (now) arrived, and Fal sehood perished: for
Fal sehood is (by its nature) bound to perish", and Surah Ali-Inran, Verse
105, which states that: "Let there arise out of you a band of people
inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbiddi ng what
is wong: They are the ones to attain felicity."

| sl am does not only enjoin us to be brothers but requires us to have
ot her val ues which can nould a character that is resilient and able to
resi st negative values that nost of us have and to prepare ourselves t
face the chall enges of the 21st Century.

Among the nost inportant val ues are discipline, self-control from
negati ve behavi ours especially restraining our base desires. Al Islamc
religi ous observances require self-discipline. W may not fast, give alns,
performour haj and pray w thout discipline. Qur novenents in performng
our religious obligations require discipline. W should not wait for
rewards. Disciplined people will performgood deeds for sinply because
t hey are good.

Discipline requires us to control our desires for the sake of what is
good. Believe ne, sooner or later, we will gain fromour good acts.

When we refuse the bribe we get today, for fear of its inpact on the
fate of our future generation, this shows that we have sel f-discipline.
Only people who are disciplined are able to reject bribery for the sake of
race, religion and nation

An arny ordered to march forward surely knows that they m ght be kill ed,
but as nmenbers who are disciplined, they will still follow orders. Wth
di scipline, they may achi eve success for thensel ves, even their nation.
But if they go against orders, it is highly likely that they will be
defeated, their country defeated, and they thensel ves destroyed by their
enem es. Wthout discipline, a race nay not be able to maintain its



i ndependence.

Mal ays who desire continued progress, to build a brighter future; Ml ays
who wi sh to redeemand maintain their dignity nust be disciplined, mnust
control their desires, and be willing to make sacrifices for the sake of
the future of their race, religion and nation.

Besi des di scipline, there are many ot her val ues propagated by Islam
whi ch nust consciously be practised. Wiile we claimthat we uphold
strongly to the teachings of Islam nany anong us | ook for bonobhs or
wi t chdoctors to attain success. Wtchdoctors cannot ensure our success.
The work that we do, our kindness, our caring attitude, our good records -
all these will ensure our success. But there is no guarantee that we wll
succeed, despite all the good that we do and this nust be accepted w thout
feeling frustrated. Only God detern nes our success or failure. Only God
hol ds power over us. As such pray to H mand stop using w tchdoctors.

Anot her value in life which | hope we Malays will try to acquire is that
portrayed by Datuk Azhar Mansor.

In 1999, Azhar succeeded in sailing solo around the world. This is not
sonet hing that just anybody is willing or able to do, be it Ml ays or
ot her people in the world. Surely there nust be exceptional qualities in
Azhar. |f nore Mal ays have these qualities, they will certainly be able to
face any chall enges with greater determination and courage, undeterred by
failure, but will rise and try to overconme again and again until one
succeeds.

But the perception of sone Mal ays of Azhar's success is that it is not
because of his special qualities. They ask whet her Azhar possesses speci al
magi cal qualities.

In the old days, nagical power included the help of ghosts and
poltergei sts. Now they believe that certain verses of the Quran will give
t hem power to overcome dangers and ensure success.

We Muslins nust recite the doa (prayers) to seek God's hel p but we know
that God will not help us if we do not help ourselves, as stated in Surah
Al -R ad, verse 11, which says, "Verily never will Allah change the
condition of a people until they change it thenselves (with their own
souls)". To recite the doa alone will not enable Azhar to sail round the
worl d. He needs to acquire the know edge and skills of sailing - howto
use the various equi pment and how to | ook after his own safety. In certain
waters the tenperature is so lowthat if he falls he could survive for
only five mnutes. It is inpossible for anyone to rescue him The waves
were so strong that at tines they reached 60 feet high. If we do not know
how to | ook after our safety, we will perish.

No friends were around to hel p Azhar in case of sickness or exhaustion
No one to talk to. He was al one. When we are al one, we hear and see al
ki nds of things. Only strong faith and solid determ nation ensured the
success of this sailor of ours.

For 192 days and nights, he sailed alone until he arrived back in
Langkawi .

I am not suggesting that we possess these values and qualities that
Azhar has. But at | east we should be aware and understand that God hel ps
only those who hel p thensel ves. Recite the prayers and | earn those verses,
but acquire the know edge, directly or indirectly related to whatever we
endeavour. Mastery of such know edge shoul d not be underesti mated sinply
because we as Muslins can seek help from God. W have to accept that those
who could not ask for help could al so be successful, in fact nore
successful than we are in this world. But if we want to be an astronaut
who can wal kK on the nobon, then we need to have certain skills. The failure
of Muslims is because they believe since God has nmade themthe chosen
peopl e, the best of CGod's creatures, they believe that they do not need to



strive hard because everything will be given to themby God. Just remenber
that even though God coul d enabl e Prophet Muhammad spread |slamnerely by
sayi ng the words Kun, fayakun (Be, and it will be), yet the Prophet had to
face numerous chall enges and travel |l ed across deserts to carry out his
tasks. And the Prophet was nore know edgeabl e, and nore | oved by God.

Actual ly culture, values and the qualities regarded as essential to the
Mal ays can nake themthe new Mal ays, Mal ays who are able to control their
desires and avoi d negative val ues which overwhel mthem after they | eave
their villages and enjoy life in the urban areas. The new Mal ays are those
who hold strongly to Islamand practi se nobl e val ues such as discipline
and fully believing that God will help those who hel p thensel ves, and
|l earn to acquire those know edge that coul d make them successful. The new
Mal ays will |l ock their cars before | eaving themto God

There are those who portray the new Mal ays as drunkards, wonmani sers and
ganbl ers. W know that this is not the new Mal ays that we nean. This is
the creation of the devil who tries to ensure that the Malays will fail.

Umo as a party whi ch chanpions the rights of the race, religion and
nation is responsible for increasing the nunber of the new Mal ays. But as
t he sayi ng goes, "charity begins at hone". Therefore a start nust be made
with the | eaders and nenbers of Unmo so that they becone the new Ml ays
bef ore anyone el se. Wien they succeed to overcone their desires, to
di scipline thensel ves and to inbi be values and qualities needed to becone
the new Mal ays, only then will Umo be qualified to spread the new Ml ay

culture anong ot her Malays. God-willing, Umo | eaders and nenbers will
qual i fy.
Since the Eastern bloc, i.e. Russia and its communi st ideol ogy was

defeated, all nations have begun to concentrate their efforts on economc
devel opnent. We believe the Western bl oc, having frequently enphasi sed
human ri ghts and mar ket econony, will hel p the devel opnent of econom es
whi ch have al ready accepted their systens and i deol ogi es.

But now we know that the Western bloc is as bad as the conmuni st bloc in
their oppression and in replacing legitimte Governnents with their own
puppets. The only difference nowis the manner and approach. If in the
past, colonisation involved the use of military m ght, today the power of
the econony is used. Only by naking the targeted countries poor to the
extent of having to beg for help, colonisation can be achi eved. Today many
countries are supposedly free and i ndependent, but in reality they are
col oni sed by foreign powers.

In Mal aysia, efforts to overcome the econom c attack fromforeigners are
made nore conplicated because we have to bal ance the econom ¢ position of
the various races. The Ml ays and ot her bumi puteras hold a very smnal
percentage of the econom c weal th conpared with their nunbers.

The Governnent has fornul ated and i npl emented t he New Econom c Policy
whi ch was successful in increasing the percentage of econom c control by
the Bum puteras. The Governnent's privatisation policy also helped to
create a small nunber of bum puteras in big business activities.

But the efforts and policies of the Governnent have not been totally
successful because the buni puteras thensel ves did not give the necessary
cooperation. They are too choosy that npbst of the work areas have not seen
bum putera participation. It is very sad that while we insist that 90 per
cent of local building materials be used, 95 per cent of workers who erect
| arge and sophisticated buildings in Mal aysia are made up of foreigners.

It is not that these foreigners are nore skilled nor the work nore conpl ex
for us to do ourselves. That no locals are involved is because we | ook for
easy jobs and we are after quick wealth.

In the history of many civilisations, as soon as their citizens were
reluctant to do work which invol ved hard | abour, or were dangerous, and



left these work to nmercenary foreign workers, these nations becane
powerl ess. Their civilisations soon collapsed. This was what happened to
the Ronman Enpire and al so the |Islamc Enpire. Wien the Turks handed the
defence of their country to paid foreigners, the Gttaman Enpire coll apsed

I mportant work that requires skills nust be done by our own citizens.
Mal aysi ans are made up of three major groups. The NEP has asserted that
the identification of race with econom c functions nust cease. But if the
bum puteras thensel ves are not interested in doing certain jobs, then the
eradi cation of identification of race with econom c functions will not be
achieved. If the identification of race with econom c functions remains,
then the distribution of wealth anong the races will not be equitable and
the NEP will not be achieved.

| admt that there are bum puteras who work really hard to be successful
in their projects and business, but the nunber involved is snall. Because
of the small nunber, obviously they have nore opportunities. As a result
they are accused by foreigners of being the cronies of the Governnment and
these accusations are supported by some of our own people. Woever is
gi ven the opportunity by whatever neans is regarded as a crony. To avoid
such accusation, bumi puteras cannot be given any opportunity even if they
are qualified. So those who becone rich and successful businessmen will
only be non-bum puteras. But this will cause the bum puteras to fee
di sappointed and they will hate the Governnent and ot her races.

Today we still find that our towns do not reflect the NEP. buni puteras
are not interested in retail business which requires their direct
i nvol venment even if this can push themup to the mddle-class level. As a
result, many new towns are popul ated and their shophouses owned by non-
bum puteras only. There is no racial interaction in these new towns.

Various efforts have been nmade by the Governnent, including the
i ntroduction of the franchise system But the nunber of those interested
in the franchise systemis small. The Ml ays have still not |earnt about
the need to invest capital for buildings and other overhead costs. They
avoi d these expenses by building stalls by the road-side. Even if they do
make profits, they do not use their profits to nove to a better prem se
whi ch nust be bought or rented in order to inprove their business, to
upgrade their business status, enlarge and set up new branches. If they
make big profits, they just spend it.

For as long as the Mal ays and ot her bum puteras are not keen to go into

retailing, willing to be prudent in their managenent, willing to save
their capital in order to expand, then towns in Malaysia will not reflect
our nultiracial conposition. it will instead show the failure of the NEP.

In Mal aysia, the Chinese can be nodel s of business for the bunm puteras.
Even though they live in the urban areas and on average are richer, they
are able to cope with urban living and to handle their wealth. It is not
wong for us to learn fromthem W wll not be less Malay if we enul ate
the efficiency of the Chinese in coping with wealth and life in the
cities.

| realise what | have exposed here will not go down well with nany
Mal ays. | will not be popular. The opposition will use this to further
damage ny imge as well as that of the party | lead. But | did not becone
a | eader for the sake of popularity. What is the use of being Prine
Mnister, if the result of ny leadership is ny people continuing to be
weak, denoralised, unwilling to work and confront |ife's chall enges and
using religion to dress up only and not for guidance to seek goodness in
this world and the hereafter.

It is true that we have achieved a little success. But we now see how
the interest to ensure the success of the NEP is waning. The Mal ays are
beginning to feel safe with the little progress that they have achi eved so



that they no | onger want to i nprove their performance, or to continue
their efforts at the current pace. Mst of themare bored with these
efforts and are actually hanpering the attenpt to i nprove thensel ves. They
are nore keen to condemm the NEP because they claimit benefited cronies
of the | eadership. They know that the NEP, with its benefits of providing
schol arshi ps, matricul ati on cl asses and sci ence educati on, Mara, | oan
funds for business and students, various subsidies, |icences, AP
(permits for car inports), special price reductions of houses and
privately-built shophouses for Bum puteras, |ow rentals and nunerous ot her
facilities reserved for the bum puteras have hel ped the bum puteras
tremendously, including the critics of the Governnent thenselves. But it
is nost unfortunate many have chosen to deny these efforts under the NEP
and supported those who wi sh to see the Mal ays conti nue to be poor and be
the deprived in their own country.

There are Mal ays who insist that in Islamthere should be no difference
in treatnment based on race. So they chose to align thenselves with the
non- Bum put eras who are not in favour of the NEP by accusing that the NEP
only benefits cronies and fanmlies of the | eaders. They want to see that
bi g-ti ne busi nessnen and entrepreneurs are nmade up only of non- Ml ays.

Thi s group teaches peopl e who have benefited fromthe NEP not to
acknow edge or be grateful of the benefits of the NEP. It is extrenely sad
to see that people who have gained fromthe help they receive nowtry to
deny ot hers the sane hel p.

We have seen how during the economic crisis that plagued this region,
racial riots erupted in certain countries with glaring differences between
the economc wealth of the races. But thankfully, in Mlaysia, even though
t he equi tabl e bal ance between the races is not fully achi eved, racial
riots did not take place. Because of this we are able to recover our
econony rmuch nore easily. The attenpts to organise riots by certain
quarters were not well received by the people. Such are the nany benefits
fromthe NEP

We have yet to overcone this econom c inbal ance between races, but today
we are faced with a new chall enge which is worse, that is globalisation or
a borderless world. G obalisation with its total freedomfor capital and
goods to nove across borders will supposedly bring wealth worl dw de.

But we have seen how nmoney, when exported and traded freely outside the
country has wi thin weeks, inpoverished the country and its people. If
because of gl obalisation foreign goods are allowed in w thout any
barriers, then our | ocal goods will be forced to conpete with inports.

Because our total production is small, and consequently our cost is
hi gher, we will lose in this conpetition. Industries, banks and our
busi nesses will lose and will be forced to cl ose down or be sold to

foreign nultinational conpanies.

W have seen how conpani es and banks in the nei ghbouring countries have
been crippled and forced to be sold off to the Westerners. |If we all ow
these nultinationals to cross our borders, can we avoid the sane fate from
befalling us? W will becone only workers in foreign firms. They will pay
us a higher salary for this will enable us to buy their products which we
are forced to inmport. There will no | onger be national industries. There
will be no nore NEP. There will be no nore privileges for Bumiputeras in
the econonic field.

Maybe there are nmany anong us who wi sh to earn higher incone to live a
nmore confortable life. But even if we are paid a higher salary, our status
will be nothing nore than slaves to them Actually we will be col oni sed

When they have domi nated all our econonmic activities, they wll
interfere in our politics and they will determ ne who should formthe
CGovernnent of our country. We have seen this happening in other countries



where they will install or bring down the Governnments as they please.
Attenpts have been made to topple the present Governnent in this country.

Can we save ourselves and our country fromfacing this fate? I am
confident we can, if Ml aysians, particularly the Ml ays, are united and
ensure the total success of the NEP while trying to forge harnonious
relati ons anong the various races in Ml aysia. Wen we inposed foreign
exchange controls and controlled the exit and entry of foreign capital,
they predicted that we will collapse. Today nany anong themare forced to
admt that our nethod is effective and has enabl ed us to recover quicker.
Actually those who criticised and ridicul ed us have been forced to retire
early and the currency specul ators | ost substantially and can no | onger
trade in currency. In the neantinme our econony has grown rapidly.

Qur views on globalisation were initially regarded by them as being
stupid. But today they are beginning to accept that gl obalisation need not
necessarily be defined according to their terns. d obalisation can be
nmodi fi ed and adapted to the needs of devel oping countries. | amconfident
intin they will accept, if not fully, at least partially, our views on
t his.

But we cannot wait for this to happen. Wiile we try to maintain our
barriers as much as we can, by protecting our econony, we nust also |learn
to master Informati on Technol ogy, E-comrerce, K-econony, conputers and the
Internet as well as the new commercial methods that have been created and
that will be created

Al efforts at protecting the econonmy and our freedomw ||l depend on a
strong, powerful and efficient Government. The big nmandate given to the
Nati onal Front during the 1999 general elections will be used wisely to
recover and devel op the economy, to pursue the objectives of the NEP, to
fornmul ate policies and to find approaches to protect the interest of the
country and its people; to fight for a new econom c order and new and j ust
international financial structures for all, rich or poor, and to ensure
that globalisation will not erode Mal aysia's i ndependence. In these
efforts the Mal ays nust stand united. There is no roomfor vengeance.
Successful Bumi puteras are not the enemies of the Governnment so | ong as
they do not use their wealth to destroy the country's econom ¢ agenda.

It is UVNO which introduced denocracy in Mal aysi a. Before col oni sation,
feudal i smwas the systemof CGovernment in the Malay States. British
col oni sers introduced autocracy where the people did not have the right to
be involved in politics, let alone rule through el ected representatives.
Everyt hing was determ ned in London and executed by their bureaucrats
l'iving here.

UWNO rej ected feudali smand autocracy and chose denocracy, Governnent by
the peopl e through their elected representatives. Denocracy is not a fool-
proof systemor one that is easily inplenented. W had no experience at
al | before i ndependence. Many countries which achi eved i ndependence at the
sanme tinme as we did failed to uphold the denbcratic system Many had to
abandon denocracy and chose mlitary or autocratic rule.

But Mal aysi a succeeded in practising denocracy. Even though the
Governnent had the right to rule for five years with each election but in
42 years, we have had 10 general elections. The Alliance and the Nationa
Front are not afraid to give back to the people the mandate to rule so
that they can eval uate and deci de who are qualified to rule the country.
Al'l ah be praised, in all the elections that we had, the people have chosen
the sane party. |If the Governnment of our party is not able to fulfill its
prom se to preserve peace and security, to try to reduce the econonic gap
between the races, to devel op and protect the Constitution of the country
and restore national honour, then certainly we will not be given a fresh
mandat e agai n and agai n



If the people could see the reality and nake appropriate assessments of
our performance, obviously they will continue to support us. But today the
opposition parties are taking the opportunity fromthis denocracy to
spread lies, to incite hatred against our party and to prevent the people
fromseeing the truth. If the majority of the people reject the truth, the
opposition is convinced that all benefits and devel opnment will no | onger
be appreciated, and the National Front will not be chosen again as the
Governnent of this beloved country.

Since Pas was created, its strategi es have been focused on inciting
hatred for Umo because they claimUmo is not Islamc. Even early on Pas
had consi dered Umo nenbers as infidels. Even though there are people who
were i nfluenced by such fal sehood by Pas, until today Pas has not been
able to obtain enough votes to rule this country. True, Pas succeeded in
capturing Kel antan and Terengganu, but a State Governnent is different
fromthe Federal Governnent.

The objective of Pas is to run the Federal Governnent. For this Pas is
willing to do anything. If Pas is required to enbrace its arch eneny, the
DAP; if Pas nmenbers have to canpaign for the DAP, or to hold up the Rocket
while chanting "Allah is Geat", Pas is willing to do so. Certainly if
maki ng al l egations that are contradictory to the teachings of Islam such
as that God uses foul |anguage, Pas is Islamand Islamis Pas, then other
matters are trivial to P. The inportant thing for Pas is to win the
general el ections.

The misfortune of Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimis a blessing to Pas.

Al t hough the Pas | eadership knew earlier of the imuorality of Datuk Seri
Anwar, and they used to insinuate this when Datuk Seri Anwar was an Unmo
| eader, yet when he was renoved fromthe Governnent for the sane reason
Pas cl osed one eye and pretended to rally support for Datuk Seri Anwar.

The renoval and charges agai nst Datuk Seri Anwar are clainmed to be an
injustice. To use Datuk Seri Anwar's supporters, Pas im The renpval and
charges agai nst Datuk Seri Anwar are clained to be an injustice. To use
Dat uk Seri Anwar's supporters, Pas inmedi ately collaborated with the
Keadil an Party and willingly joined with peopl e who once ran down or were
agai nst Pas' alleged objective, which was to set up an Islamc State.

Pictures of Datuk Seri Anwar's bl ack-eye were posted by Pas at the | ast
general elections to show how unjust the Governnment was. Even though they
knew t hat the bl ack-eye was not due to the Government asking Datuk Seri
Anwar to be assaulted, but Pas still blanmed the Government. Pas is not
synmpathetic to Datuk Seri Anwar because of his bl ack-eye, or for being
found guilty and i nprisoned. What Pas saw was the opportunity to exploit
the fate of Datuk Seri Anwar to get votes.

If Datuk Seri Anwar and his supporters believe Pas will appoint him
Prime Mnister if they win, then they are day-dream ng. Unl ess Keadil an
Party won nore seats than Pas and DAP, it is nost unlikely that Pas wil |
accept Datuk Seri Anwar as the Prine M nister.

Is it possible for the Keadilan Party to win nore seats than Pas? In the
1999 general elections, Pas ensured that Keadil an was gi ven constituencies
that were difficult to win. As a result, Keadilan nmanaged to win only five
seats, and becane only a small partner in the opposition Front.

Keadilan clains that it is fighting for justice, for the rule of Iaw
Actual |y Keadil an upholds injustice and rejects the rule of |aw. The first
and the top priority of the party is to exenpt Datuk Seri Anwar fromthe
country's law so that he will not be charged, put on trial, found guilty
or inprisoned.

It is the principle of the rule of law that nobody should be above the
law. In Mal aysia, even the Rulers are not above the | aw. Everyone in
Mal aysia, be it Rulers or the people, are equally subjected to the rules



and | aws of the country. Many Umo | eaders have been charged in courts and
puni shed when they were found guilty.

Nobody in a country in which the rule of lawis practised can say that
he is innocent before charges are nmade agai nst him Accepting the rule of
|l aw nmeans that we are willing to accept the process of law. To clai mthat
one i s innocent before facing the process of lawis an injustice. Nobody
has the right or the qualification to pass sentence of not guilty on
hinmself. To do so is to subscribe to the Internal Security Act (ISA) which
al lows detention without trial. If Datuk Seri Anwar is detai ned under | SA
certainly Keadilan and its supporters in the country, foreign journalists
and countries which boast of being denocratic will condemm Mal aysi a and
pressure for a court trial to be held. But when Datuk Seri Anwar was
charged in court for abuse of power, defended by nine |lawers, tried in an
open court, given a long tine for this trial and allowed to nmake politica
statements, was free to neet anybody he wi shed besi des vari ous ot her
privileges, Datuk Seri Anwar and his supporters alleged that the trial was
unfair, that the judge conspired with the Prine Mnister as well as
| evel ling other basel ess charges. Justice for themmeans that if Datuk
Seri Anwar is charged in court, he nmust be found not guilty. If found
guilty, this nmeans the judge has conspired with the Government. Is this
what they nmean by rule of |aw?

To allege that everything is a conspiracy or the work of specific
individuals with evil intentions cannot be the basis for refuting charges
in court. If conspiracy can be accepted as the basis why charges cannot be
made, then nobody can be charged in court and the rule of |aw cannot be
practi sed.

In principle, whether conspiracy exists or not, if a crine has been
comm tted and the evidence submitted clearly has convinced the judge, then
the accused can be found guilty. Conspiracy is not a reason to legitimse
crime.

In the first case that has been resolved, far frompronoting justice
Keadi | an fought for injustice, injustice towards the victins of Datuk Seri
Anwar's crine. That these victins are not supporters of Keadil an and
croni es of Datuk Seri Anwar do not mean that they have no right to
justice. Keadilan's struggles are also unjust to those ordi nary people who
have conmmitted a sinmlar crinme and brought to courts, found guilty,
puni shed and jailed. Favouritismin prosecuting a person is sonething very
unjust. To absol ve those who are very inportant or those |oved by certain
quarters i s even nmore unj ust.

When he was found guilty in the first case, supporters of Datuk Seri
Anwar found the court's judgnent as unfair. Foreign nedia and | eaders of
the West arrogantly accused the Ml aysi an Gover nment of being autocratic,
undenocratic, and disregarding the rule of law. It is obvious that only a
not guilty verdict could be acceptable to Keadilan. Wat is the use of the
rule of lawif only the acquittal verdict is acceptable. It is better not
to have any trial at all. What is therefore the neaning of the rule of
| aw?

The first court case was politicised. The all egations agai nst Datuk Seri
Anwar were not rebutted by him Instead everything was attributed to a
conspiracy by the Governnment, especially the Prime Mnister, who was
all eged to want Datuk Seri Anwar's downfall

Is it possible for a conspiracy that involves nunerous people, involving
the victimhinself, i.e. Datuk Seri Anwar, many police officials, public
prosecutors and their officials, a judge, driver and nmany others? Is it
possi bl e for a conspiracy that invol ves nunmerous people fromdifferent
| evel s of society to be kept a secret fromthe public for that long? In
Mal aysi a, secrecy is inpossible. But a conspiracy by the Prine M nister



who supposedly did it to destroy Datuk Seri Anwar, to charge himin court
and later find himguilty was not known to everybody? The accusation of
conspiracy is only to pull the wool over the people's eyes as to his
wrongdoi ngs. If there is proof of conspiracy, a police report could be
made and t hose who conspired coul d be charged

The conspiracy by Datuk Seri Anwar to topple the Prine Mnister is very
much public know edge. A lot of information has been passed on to ne on
Datuk Seri Anwar's conspiracy and | al so knew he was the cul prit who nade
Zahid Hamidi to hurl accusations at nme, but | still wish to see Datuk Seri
Anwar take over ny place because | had decided to quit after 1998.

A conspiracy as big as that alleged by Datuk Seri Anwar when he was on
trial for his first case is inpossible to happen. H s renpval was not due
to conspiracy. He was sacked not because of ny politics or that of Umo.
He was sacked because of his | ow norals which made hi munsuitable to
becone the Prine Mnister of Malaysia. Can | remmin silent and allow this
ki nd of person to beconme the Prime Mnister of this country?

The people who were truly angry with me, with Umo, should think, be
fair and listen to both sides w thout becom ng too enptional or biased
because of an individual whomthey think has been victimsed. Ml ay
politics should be rational because we struggle for the Malays, religion
and nation. If we are wong in our politics, then we all will face dire
consequences. | urge all Ml ays not to be easily influenced by those who
have vested interests and who like to talk ill of other people. These
peopl e are hypocrites. If we followthem we will be destroyed, our future
will be doomed and will soon find oursel ves recol oni sed and | ooked down
upon.

Actually the Prine Mnister has the right to sack any nenber of the
CGover nnent anytinme wi thout giving any reasons. Many mini sters have been
termi nated wi thout any allegation of conspiracy. Therefore, what is the
use of indulging in a conspiracy. In actual fact it was Datuk Seri Anwar
who brought nisfortune upon hinself by naking the police report with the
hope of using the police to ban the book "50 Reasons Wiy Anwar Cannot
Becone the Prine Mnister", After successfully abusing his power to
frighten Umi and Azi zan, Anwar hoped to use the police to ban the book.
Unfortunately for himthis approach fail ed.

Pas succeeded in using Datuk Seri Anwar, Keadilan and the DAP to fish
for votes in the 1999 general elections. But this does not nean that Ummo
and its nmenbers did not contribute to the deteriorating performance of the
party. The success of the Ml ays because of the NEP has brought changes in
their culture and val ues. Today, we find that the materialistic and greedy
attitude has replaced the Malay spirit anong nost Mal ays.

Umo nmenbers have al so forgotten the Malay national spirit. They have
al so becone greedy.

Their participation in Umo is nore often due to wanting to hold posts
and enjoy certain benefits. There are sone who wish to gain wealth the
easy way. As a result, they always struggle intensely to becone | eaders in
Umo at all |evels.

If the fight for positions or posts will break up the party, resulting
in adislike of the party anong the people, this is alright. The inportant
thing is not the party, not the race, nor the country but self-interest.
Because they fail to becone a candidate, for instance, certain Umo
| eaders and their supporters are willing to ensure the defeat of the party
candi dat e.

The fact that those not sel ected as candi dates once won with the support
of party nmenbers including the new candidate is not appreciated at all
Because this tine one is not picked as a candidate, there was anger to the
extent that one is willing to help the opposition. | admt that not al



did this. There are many who put party interest above personal interest.
Many of them gave the party high priority. But | regret that there are
peopl e who do not support the party out of frustration. Anbng those chosen
and who have won, there are many who have apparently been keen to serve
the people but there are others who are easily bored with having to attend
Parliament. Constituencies are neglected and invitations by supporters are
not entertai ned. Maybe what is witten in the book "Getek" is rather
extrenme but there is nmuch truth init.

There are quite a nunber of people who are actually fed up with Umo's
el ected rpepresentatives and | eaders. Umo i s now having a contest for the
Supreme Council. We should be trying through our actions, noderation, and
humanity, to restore support for our party. But we do not seemto care for
what people think of us. W continue to pursue our self-interests.

It is true that not all candi dates use noney. But there are candi dates
who do so. What is the use of popularity that is bought? Can we be
satisfied if we are chosen through corrupt nmeans and not because of our
qual i fications.

Whi | e sone candi dates do not want to buy support, there are del egates to
this General Assenbly who solicit support for a price. These people are
just as bad as those who give out noney to gain support. Don't they
realise that the noney they get is haram no | ess haramthan the proceeds
of selling illegal goods?

To del egates attending this General Assenbly, renenber that if you
choose soneone who bribes you with noney, you are actually a traitor to
the people, religion and nation. The corrupt | eader that you choose will
definitely fail the cause of our struggle for the people, religion and
nation. It is our children and grandchildren who will suffer. Qur people,
religion and nation will be destroyed.

Therefore, | appeal to all those delegates here to reject all candi dates
who use bribery to gain support for whatever posts, or use other neans
whi ch coul d bl acken the inage of the party and race during canpai gni ng. |
al so want to rem nd del egates and candi dates that nmenbership in the
Supreme Council does not guarantee a place in the Governnent, even if they
are already in the Governnent.

| know what | say here will incur the wath of sone del egates and
candi dates towards ne. But it is better that | incur the wath of the
del egates here rather than cause the people to hate Umo, and consequently
toreject it. Corruption and greed nmust be exposed and eradi cat ed.
Corruption and greed can destroy our nation. Al plans to develop the
Mal ays and ot her Bumi puteras will fail if corruption and greed becone part
of our culture. Everything will be ruined if corrupt individuals becone
the Prime Mnister or nmenbers of the Cabinet. Directly or indirectly, the
del egates will determ ne whether the corrupt and the greedy will |ead our
nation. The destiny of the race and the nation rests on the del egates.
am confident and | believe that the del egates will not shirk their
responsi bility. Therefore, please reject the corrupt and the greedy.

Umo's struggle is noble and honourable. W prom se to devel op and
advance the race, religion, and nation. The party's Constitution clearly
states this.

There are no promises, nor is it the objective of Umo's struggle to
make anybody powerful or wealthy. If any one becones a | eader, or becones
rich, this is only because it is inpossible to advance the Ml ays wi t hout
a powerful |eader or successful Ml ay individuals who are successful and
rich. Islamaccepts the fact that there will be people who are poor and
those who are rich, those who are given power and those who are not. In
Surah Al -Nisa, verse 32, Allah states: "And in no wi se covet those things
in which All ah Hath bestowed His gifts Mire freely on sone of you than on



others." W cannot possibly make all Ml ays into powerful |eaders or rich
peopl e. But we can reduce poverty, reduce the gap between the rich and the
poor. W can increase the nunber of the middle-class so that the gap
between the rich and the poor is not too extrene. W can increase the per
capita incone and other indicators that can prove that our race has
advanced, that we are able to stand as equals wi th other devel oped races
in the world. But we cannot nmake all the people equal in terns of

position, power or wealth. There will be anong us who will be relatively
poor and unable to gain positions they desire; there will be | eaders and
fol | owers.

If we cannot beconme the Prine Mnister, even though we are qualified, we
have to accept the fact that there is only one such position. Therefore,
qualified or not, if a person has been chosen, then there is no place for
the others. Even if we rotate the post there will be those who are
interested and yet unable to attainit. If we are interested to the extent
that we are willing to use noney, to ruin the party, the race, religion
and nation, what we will gain subsequently is dust fromthe destruction of
our race and nation. |Is becom ng the | eader of a disgraced society the
obj ective of our struggle?

Umo menbers shoul d realise and understand Umo's struggl e and our
responsibility as nenbers. Having 2.8 nmillion nmenbers is pointless if we
cannot rely on their comitnment and | oyalty. Many have becone nenbers of
Umo wi t hout understandi ng the ains and history of Umo's struggl es.

Menber shi p does not nean reapi ng direct personal benefits from Umo.
Menber shi p means we believe Umo's struggle will bring success and
progress to the race, religion and nation.

These ideals will surely be personally rewarding even if it neans just
restoring our honour. But we have seen how t he success of our struggle has
benefited the people, our religion and our nation

As such, if we ensure the continued success of our people, religion and
nation, we will definitely have nore to gain. A corrupt person may desire
something for hinmself but a race that is full of corrupt people wll
forever be disgraced and eventual |y destroyed. The corrupt anong the
people will never sustain their wealth. There are many exanpl es of
countries in this situation

Even t hough many of you may be bored with the poem Perjuangan Yang Bel um
Sel esai (Unfinished Struggle) the fact remains that Umo's struggle is far
fromover. In fact, Umo's struggls and that of the Ml ays need to be
intensified.

We are facing bigger chall enges now. The challenges that we face are not
merely external, but also internal, fromthe Ml ays as well as from Umo.
If we are not conscious and vigilant there is a big possibility that we
wi Il not get what we pursue but instead | ose what we al ready have.

W inherit the independence of our nation fromthe pioneers of Umo. W
are grateful for this heritage. But will our children and grandchildren be
thankful to us if our nation and race are not resilient, are weak,
backward, insulted and ensl aved by ot hers?

| have been given the trust to | ead Umo once again. | amgrateful to
Al'lah the Almghty and | thank all of you who have accepted the advice of
t he Suprene Council for the posts of President and Deputy President not be
contested. If not for the bitter experience in the past, such a contest
could be held. But we are concerned about the negative effects of noney
politics and greed and the unwillingness to accept defeat. Many still do
not understand the ways of denobcracy and the need to cl ose ranks and
support the winner. We need to | earn the ways of denocracy and enhance our
maturity in practising them

Denocracy is the creation of Man to overcone problens in society. But it



is not free fromdefects. Therefore the results of practising denocracy
are not always positive. Do not be obsessed with denbcracy to the extent
that everything is practised because it is legitimsed by denocracy.
Extreme denocracy has resulted in nany negative things. Many countries
coul d not be governed and devel oped because of the attenpt to practise
everyt hi ng deened denocrati c.

So beware. Denocracy is for our own good, but we should not be
sacrificed for the sake of denbcracy. Once again do not be hoodw nked by
the West. Do not be too obsessed with their ideol ogies w thout considering
t he consequences. Denocracy is good but its benefits are nore inportant.
We practi se denocracy because of prom ses of its goodness but we should
not sacrifice ourselves and the good cause that we have struggl ed for due
to bei ng obsessed with denocracy, especially the |iberal Western
denocracy.

For 54 years, Umo has tried to advance our race, religion and country.
We have used our hands, nouth and heart to awaken and | ead the Ml ays
towards the righteous path, towards i ndependence and devel opnent and
t owar ds redeem ng our honour.

Thank God, we have nore or |ess succeeded. But unfortunately this
success has underni ned the good qualities in us that can lead to the
civilisation that we have built being rui ned even before we reached the
pi nnacl e.

This bad omen conmes fromthe inability to cope with success and
prosperity. It is apparent that our base desires are defeating the good
val ues whi ch we once had and which had hel ped us to succeed.

We have tried to restrain our desire as best as we can by follow ng the
teachings of the religion so that we use our hands, nouth and heart. W
have al so sought gui dance from God for all of us, our |eaders and
followers so that we uphold the truth and reject fal sehood and do good
deeds.

Despite our efforts, today in conjunction with the 54th Anniversary of
Umo, the party which is | ed and nade up of Ml ays, the people who have
made |Islamthe basis of their nationalism let us pray to God and seek his
Bl essi ngs:

Oh God, protect us fromthe devil and iblis and from our tenptations;
Protect us fromour enemes. Gve us faith, the strength to continue our
struggles for our race, which is also part of Your unmah, the struggle to
advance our race, religion and nation and as part of our efforts to
restore the glory of Islamc civilisation; Oh God, give us your guidance
so that we are always rational in our decisions and consi derations.
Protect us fromthe influence of evil tenptations; Protect our race and
nation fromthe evil intentions of Your enem es and our enem es; Ch God,
gi ve us success because all that we do is for You; Oh God, bless our
struggles and give us victory inthis world and the hereafter.

( END)
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