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Uncal | ed for remarks by certain outsiders

Datuk Dr S. Vijayaratnam

FOR al | the shortcom ngs that our honourabl e Menbers of Parliament may be
accused of, at |least they do not interferein the internal affairs of

ot her nati ons.

Even if they do comment on foreign nations fromtinme to tine, they
hardly go to the extent of proposing resolutions to the effect. Common
decency dictates this.

Al'l countries have their own judicial systens. It is out of place for
one country to pass remarks and worse, forward resolutions in its House
denmandi ng t he revoki ng of judgenents and ordering re-trials in another
country.

Mal aysi an | egi slators did not ask for a re-exanmination of the attenpted
i mpeachnment proceedi ngs of a president, guilty of sexual nmisconduct, and
who initially lied about it.

Thi s is disgraceful demeanour by any standard, yet there was no great
outcry fromour Parlianent, purely out of politeness and respect for the
internal matters of another sovereign nation

Yet anot her prom nent | eader rudel y chanpi oned the cause of unruly nobs
when he was a guest of Mal aysia, and pronptly wal ked out of a dinner
function. It was tantanmount to encouragi ng rebel lion.

| don't know whether this is acceptabl e behavi our. "Shocking" is a nore
apt and descriptive word.

There was nmuch sceptici smanongt certain Western nati ons about Asian
val ues, chanpi oned by | eaders |i ke Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and M
Lee Kuan Yew.

They repeatedly and scornful |y asked what t hese so-call ed val ues were.
Well, if thereis any exanple to illustrate the issue, the recent attenpt
tointerfere in the Mal aysian judiciary systemis certainly not one of
t hem whi ch enphasi ses t he need for good nmanners when interacting with
ot her nations

The worl d woul d be a nuch better place for all of us if we | ooked after
our own affairs w thout uncalled-for remarks fromoutsiders.

There is such a thing as diplomacy, and i f someone felt so strongly
about the business of another nation, the concerns could be addressed
t hrough the proper channels.

Mal aysi ans are advi sed to disregard such unkind initiatives by the
foreignindividual s and conti nue adm ni stering the country as they think
fit.

As it stands, the attenpt by the foreign individuals is unlikely to go
far, being the handiwork of a fewrestless | awnmakers. |t woul d appear
that their enthusiasmis nore to gain political nmileage with the Arerican
el ections comng up

Even so, it was highly i nproper to do this, maki ng other countries their
whi ppi hg boys.
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