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Under the public eye

CHANG NG hor ses mi dstream whether intentionally or otherw se, does not

al ways bode wel | for the snooth runni ng of an admi ni strati on, nore so when
t he change i s unexpected. The frequent changes of | eadership in Sel angor

i n a sudden sprout of controversy are not exactly healthy as they wll
gradual | y cause the State's devel opnent programes to stutter and stall.

As one of the | eading progressive States in the country, it is a
devel opnent nodel for its sister States. This is al so usually the place
where investors stop by first to get up-to-date information to help them
make deci sions. |f there are disruptions in the adm nistration, the
repercussions will be costly.

Sel angor has to remain at the top of the pack in progress. It cannot
af ford any kind of cloud to hang over it. Its devel opment priorities have
to be on track. Let us hope such changes in | eadershi p do not becone a
mal ai se and spread to other States.

Al t hough former Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar cited persona
reasons for quitting, innuendos are aplenty. Tal k of inpropriety,
al | egati ons of wrongdoi ngs, character assassi nati on and poi son-pen letters
directed agai nst politicians is nothing new Many of our | eaders have been
subjected to themat one tinme or another. Mdst endure themand only a few
yield gracefully to the inevitable.

The public and private |life of a politician will always cone under
public scrutiny and it is a tightrope he has to bal ance. Sone seemto
enjoy the notoriety of having all egations of all kinds of scandals |inked
to their nanes. Such is the nature that Ml aysi ans have not hi ng
conplinmentary to say about them and sendi ng such scurrilous epistles have
becone a way of censuring them While that may be so, rivals too, have
been known to use themas political arrows.

The post of Menteri Besar does not conme as a reward, neither is the
tenure easy and light. If aleader has i npeccabl e records and i s known for
bei ng above board in his dealings with others, then he should, as a
responsi bl e | eader, face his accusers and defend both his office and
integrity. Suchis the stuff of a great |eader. After all it is the duty
of a leader, if he thinks hinself as such, to survive.

Scandal s have brought about the downfall of sonme | eaders here and
abroad. Sone have not only been successful in fighting to stay onin
office inthe interest of higher national objectives but also turn the
fight intoavirtue. Should a | eader quit sinply because he is too decent
a man to endure i nnuendo for too I ong? Shoul d not the higher interest of
the State take precedent? Perhaps, ininstances |ike this, there should be
a "cooling off" period to null things over.

Not wi t hst andi ng Abu Hassan's public statenent, observers of Sel angor
politics say they cannot but detect disturbing signs of |ocal political
manoeuvring, perhaps even a covert attenpt to subvert the State
admi ni stration.

The State Umo |iaison committee was reported to have submitted the
nanmes of 11 candidates to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad so
that he can sel ect the next Menteri Besar. This unusually long |ist has
al so set tongues waggi ng.

The next Menteri Besar shoul d be well aware of the responsibilities and
form dabl e chall enges a politician has to face. He has to be able to face
realities and be confident enough to stick to his guns. Above all the



state should be his first concern.
( END)
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