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Unhappy voters need to be won over

Am r Firdaus Khan
CHAIRIL Anuar's letter, "Keadilan now finds itself at crucial politica
crossroad” (NST, May 31) was thought provoking.

He sketched vividly the conpeting interest of seekers of ideals in
Keadi | an and the "Anwar faithfuls" and that, they, collectively are
tearing the party apart.

At the sane tinme, Umo may not profit fromthe w dely anticipated
di sintegration of Keadilan. Sone of the disenchanted Mal ay voters need to

be won over, still. The speech by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the closing of the Umo general assenbly renmi ns deeply
relevant in the Malay schism Umo will still find itself besieged, as the

hostile environment will not disappear just because Keadil an veers out of
t he screen.

The di saffected Malay voters may actually | ack political convictions, as
they never had the tinme to develop their political thinking given the
intensity of the rat race.

The fall of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas seized upon as a politica
fight, neglecting the other inportant elenments in life. Many still have to
grow intellectually rather than reduced to being reactionaries and
fol | owers.

Unl ess the entire Umo nmenbership and synpathisers talk to them reason
with them their jaundiced views of some aspects of Ml aysian politics
will not go away. You will be surprised at the | evel of misunderstanding
that pervades society. Punp a seemingly credible rumour and it wll
swiftly grip the nation.

Oten forgotten is that the Umo |ine and what the party stands for will
appeal to a broad section of the population as it enbodi es the w shes of
the vast majority.

It is for tolerance, noderation and higher quality of life, anong
others. It is about having nore noney for your children's education, for
travel s and the other good things in life.

Bi g words associated with vision and farsightedness projected by Umo
may need to be explained in clearer, sinpler ternmns.

The Umo "vision" is about sharing of wealth. About rewarding the
har dwor ki ng cl asses. About noving ahead with IT. It is about greater
productivity and profitability so that enpl oyees earn fatter ESOS packages
and bonuses.

The nation with Umo as its |lynchpin has not done terribly w ong.

A maj or fight ahead concerns the rol e of mainstream nedi a. Many out
there sonehow believe that if they wite "critical letters", the
newspapers are unlikely to print them

"W need to be persuaded,” one of themtold ne the other day. Many hold
on to a |l oose or sonetimes nisleading interpretation of "critica
witing". As a regular contributor, | find the newspapers acconmobdati ve.

Newspapers have to becone a hotbed of national debate. They need to have
the brightest professionals, politicians and acadenics partici pating. They
have to wite.

Journalists can wite and they will continue to churn out a majority of
mat eri al s published by newspapers. But at tines journalists succunb to
sinmplified argunment or what is terned as "journalistic philosophy” in
their comentaries, given the obvious tinme constraint. The experts wll
have to get to the front and be heard.
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