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Uni que millenniumdo at The M nes Resort City

Zal i na Mbhd Som

THE nuch-tal ked about bash of the century is finally over! One of the
party organi sers was The M nes Resort City which chose to usher in the new
mllenniumin a different style.

Thermed 166 M || enni um Dragon Carnival, the event kicked off on the eve
of Christmas and went on until the first day of the New Year.

"Unlike other mllenniumparties, our celebration is unique as it
enphasi ses the Year of the Dragon 2000. The new mi |l enniumyear is also
the 166th year of the dragon in the Chinese |unar cal endar," says M nes
Resort City Sdn Bhd executive director Amer Hanzah Ahned.

He was briefing reporters before | aunching the event, acconpani ed by
Si gnature Hotel Group general manager Aaron Soo and event committee
presi dent Joey Chen.

"This cel ebration gives everyone the opportunity to capture, enbrace and
celebrate the spirit of the dragon which synbolises harnony, prosperity,
dynam sm and good fortune, not only throughout the year 2000 but the
entire mllennium" he says.

The carnival reached its climx on New Year Eve when Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad attended the countdown cel ebration at the
Asean 2000 O ock, representing the resort's contribution towards achieving
uni ty anmong Asean countri es.

Simlar Asean 2000 cl ocks were placed strategically at various |ocations
of Asean capitals, nanmely Singapore, Jakarta and Manila to cel ebrate the
countdown to the stroke of midnight.

This event was channelled "live" to the 10 Asean countries plus a
crossover to Australia, Europe and New York City via the British Broadcast
Cor poration

The ni ght al so saw the appearance of 10 uni que dragons, representing 10
Asean nations at the M nes Wnderl and, as well as the breathtaking sight
of fireworks and a gigantic 80-foot floating MII|ennium Gol den Dragon
making its way across the M nes | ake.

The carnival featured 165 dragons in all - dragon lanterns up to 10
metres feet in length, ice carved dragons, scul ptured dragons of ceranic,
metal, netting and others on display at Dragonl and at The M nes
Wonder | and.

The resort also brought in a 12-nmenber Trini dad and Tobago steel band.

Featuring the best of Eastern and Western cultures, the carnival treated
visitors to activities like the carnival parade, a fashion show and stage
per f ormances by popul ar Mal aysi an arti stes.

There were also nore than 70 stalls offering a diversity of food and
beverages and ganes, fun fair, clowns, stilt wal kers, acrobats and nany
nor e.
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