13/ 04/ 2000

Unity is strength, Dr Mtells G77

DEVELOPI NG countries can use their conbi ned strength to influence
i nternational policies although they may not be able to do so
individually, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d.

He said they should work together to be effective.

"But weak though each of us may be, our conbined strength is very
consi derabl e, he said when addressing the first Sunmt of the Goup of 77
(G 77) devel opi ng countri es.

Dr Mahathir said the gathering of 133 devel oping countries in Havana
m ght be regarded as a nanifestation of "our unity and solidarity".

He rem nded the gathering that "while it is easy to neet, it is not easy
to act together. Therein, |ies our weakness".

He noted that the rich were apparently nore united than the poorer
countri es.

"Theirs is a small group of only seven countries.

Al t hough they may have varyi ng degrees of differences anmong them they
close ranks very rapidly if their domi nance is chall enged".

Shoul d there be new ideas in the social, economic or political fields,
they quickly come up with their own interpretations designed to benefit
t hem

The South has no choice but to react to their interpretations.”

"Re-acting limts the choice and is | ess rewardi ng," he added.

( END)
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