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Unity still is strength

ITis said that fortune favours the brave. That m ght be trueinlife, in
war and in enterprise. But in the mercenary world of the markets,

i nternational markets, the favoured are the mghty. They were the
colonists in history. They are now neo-col oni sts in the vanguard of

gl obal i sation, a process of unfettered free fl ow of trade and services
across the gl obe. Gobalisation, inevitable asit isintheirrevocable
process and progression of international trade, is a termcoined by the
econom sts i n advanced econom es. And t hey nmake and change the rules willy
nilly, rendering the process unfair and inequitable to their partnersin
trade.

That was mani fest in the past. During the Uruguay Round of the General
Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade, the US and Japan secured special terns for
their textiles and agricultural products. As gl obal trade increasingly
endangered their supremacy i n these sectors, they put up hurdles in the
formof tariff and no-tariff barriers such as quotas and patroni sing
sancti ons on exporting countries. The doubl e standards will continue to
persist. So warned Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad at the
Smart Partnership Di al ogue i n Pul au Langkawi on Sunday.

The question then woul d be: what should be done to | evel the playing
field of globalisation? One solution as Dr Mahathir suggested is to
address the i ssue of poor representation of devel opi ng countries in
international fora.

They make up the nunbers; but their voice is feeble. In the Wrld Trade
Organi sati on devel opi ng and ener gi ng econom es conpri se three-fourth of
t he menbership. But the rich and powerful dictate the i ssues on the agenda
of each and every neeting and each and every trade negoti ation.

The dependence of devel opi ng nations on the | arger econom es for export,
aid and security does not necessarily nean t he weak have to be neek and
speak softly in international nmeetings. If they continue with this
attitude they woul d not make their nunbers count in votes; they woul d not
be able to i nfl uence t he agenda and trade negoti ations in their favour.
They shoul d not be preoccupi ed over their economc limtations, their
fewer human and techni cal resources. For their strength and clout is
i nherent in their numbers.

If they enjoin thenselves into a chorus, their voi ce woul d be | oud and
clear. And they can exert their will. As the Prine M nister pointed out,
the Seattle coll apse of the WiOtal ks i s proof that devel opi ng nati ons are
no longer willing to take a back seat.

And so the gist and grist of Dr Mahathir's speech at the LID was the
exhortation to devel opi ng econoni es to unite and brace t hensel ves agai nst
the potentially dom neering forces of globalisation. The threat of
econoni ¢ dom nation by the rich and mighty countries is real.

A obal i sation by definition favours them But the forces of the process
can be harnessed to work in favour of the devel opi ng econom es.

If that is they unite, speak as one and institute rules to enable them
to catchupintime at their own pace, and not in the tinme-franme dictated
by maj or econom ¢ countri es.

They shoul d heed one nore | esson. This is fromG eek nmyt hol ogy where the
sons of gods and goddesses rose up to surmount the will and m ght of their
parents to rule the nythical world. They were called the Titans.

Devel opi ng nati ons can be nodern-day Titans if they formsmart



part nershi ps anong t hensel ves.
( END)
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