22/ 02/ 2000
Up to divisions to decide, says Dr M

Sar ban Si ngh

SHAH ALAM Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad today said it was up to
Umo di vi si ons whet her to conduct secret ballots or not when nom nating
candi dates for party posts or choosing delegates to the party's My
general assenbly.

However, he said several divisions, including Kubang Pasu (of which he
is the head), conducted secret ballots when nom nating their candi dates
for all party posts or electing del egates to the general assenbly.

"It depends on the division...whoever wants to nominate through a secret
bal I ot can do so.

"At ny division, we just wite down on a slip of paper (nom nees) and we
don't know who gets picked. |I don't know about the others (divisions).

The Prime M nister was speaking to reporters after opening Ericsson
Mobi | e Conmruni cations Sdn Bhd pl ant here.

He was conmenting on the suggestion by Kel antan Ummo chi ef Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah that Umo divi si ons should hold secret ball ot when
nonmi nating their candi dates for party posts, including that of president
and deputy president.

Tengku Razal ei gh had said a ballot would all ow nenbers to nake their
choice without fear, threats or inducemnent.

At sone divisions, the current practice when noni nati ng candi dates was
done by a show of hands.

Razal ei gh had al so proposed that del egates fromdivisions attending the
party's general assenbly be determined by a secret ballot.

Dr Mahat hir, when asked whether there was a need to standardi se the
procedure for all divisions, said: "I don't know It is really up to the
divisions."

Asked what was his advice to nmenbers before the divisional neeting which
begins fromMarch 1, Dr Mahathir said their priority should be the party.

"W have al ways enphasi sed that the party is our priority. The people in
the party are not inportant...they eventually die.

"But we cannot bury the party...the party should live on," he said.

On the nood anpbng grassroot nenbers follow ng the conclusion of nopst
branch neetings, Dr Mahathir said: "I see that Umo nenbers are
ent husi astic. They have been adhering to all procedures set by the suprene
council and all neetings have gone on snoothly,” he said.

On reports that several divisions in Kelantan m ght nom nate Tengku
Razal eigh for a top position in the party despite the supreme council's
advi ce that the post of president and deputy president should not be
contested, Dr Mahathir said it was "too early to coment”

"Let us wait and see. The divisions have not concluded their neetings
yet," he said.

( END)
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