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US | awmrakers should reviewtheir “petition'

Pey Pey Heng
OUR country achi eved i ndependence i n 1957. We have our own witten Federal
Constitution.

For purposes of constitutional analysis, it nust be recalled that the
functions of our Governnent are divided into three distinct conponents,
namely, |egislative, executive and judicial.

The | egi sl ative branch deals with the creation of |aws, the executive
branch the enforcenment of | aws and the courts the application of laws in
i ndi vi dual cases.

The primary function of the judiciary is to settle any di spute over
guestions of fact and lawin accordance with the law | aid down by
Par | i anent .

Thus, are the seven US Congressnen who have subnitted a resolution in
the Datuk Anwar |brahimcase trying to inply that our courts are i ncapable
of trying the fornmer Deputy Prinme Mnister's case?

Their actioninplies that the trial was conducted unconstitutionally.

However, throughout Anwar's trial, our judges ruled in accordance with
the | aws al ready enact ed.

There was no overni ght creation of newlaws. There is no viol ation of
the Constitution, either by the | egislative or the executive w ngs.

As stated by Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor, the filing of the
resolution is not a surprise. He was saying that if we could object to the
cruelties in lsrael and Serbia, we ought to accept outsiders' views about
cruelty and unjust actions in our country.

| agree with himthat if we accept gl obalisation, then we cannot limt
peopl e's right to express their views.

But there are differences between the two stated situations.

Inlsrael and Serbia, the killings are because of the mal adm ni stration
in the two countries.

As a result, many innocent people were killed in those countries
Conpare this with Malaysia. As a citizen, | can see hardly any i nstance of
t he above.

There is no brutality and cases were and are being tried in accordance
with the | aw

One may wonder why the Congressnen are interfering. Sone say it is
because Anwar was treated unjustly, but others say they are opposed to
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

In general, it is not easy to determ ne whether the boundary between
constitutional and unconstitutional conduct has been crossed, especially
when there are no universally accepted rul e of conduct.

| hope the Congressmen will sit back and ponder their "petition"
careful ly. Mal aysi a has been an i ndependent country for 43 years. |
believe that our judiciary is capabl e of handling cases that cone before
it.
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