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US nmust not try to "enforce' denobcracy on the rest of us

John Teo

APRI L 30, 2000, rmarks the 25th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War.
The war was general |y unpopul ar in the West but we in the region have a
speci al reason to be grateful.

It nmust be renenbered that those were dangerous tinmes and the
i nternational comuni st threat was real; what w th home-grown conmmuni st
i nsurgenci es across Sout heast Asia and nucl ear-arnmed China and the then
Sovi et Uni on bent on exporting revol ution.

What the Vietnam War did was to buy tine for the rest of the region and
hel ped ensure that the so-called "Dom no Theory" renained just that, a
theory. In Malaysia's case, the war years allowed the |ate Tun Abdul Razak
breat hing space to |l ay the foundati ons of nodern Ml aysi a.

It was upon these very foundations that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
has been able to build and to nake our country what it is today.

The United States and its allies spent nmuch in terns of blood, sweat and
tears in defence of Southeast Asia through the war years. It shoul d now be
reaping a rich harvest of goodwill fromthe region. But it isn't. Wy?

I think a good part of the reason for this lies in the fact that the US
has not stopped fighting since and seens unlikely to do so.

For as long as the fight was against the evils of internationa
communism it was not difficult to argue that it was a noble cause. That
cause is won with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the fact that China
is today largely communi st only in nane.

How el se to explain the retention of that Cold War relic - the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation? Perhaps the US and its allies continue to
believe there are other "nobl e" causes worth fighting for.

Today, the cause has shifted fromanti-commni smto pro-denocracy and
pro-human rights. It is no | onger enough that other countries are now free
fromthe terror of international conmuni sm

An Anerica triunmphant nevertheless still has its insecurities. It is
unsure, above all, that other countries will choose to foll ow the exanple
of a good and denocratic America unless a huge stick is still used once in
a while.

In other words, it is not enough that others have the powerful nodel of
Arerica to follow Ohers nust be made in its inage, by force, if
necessary.

There appears no sense of irony on Anerica's part that it cannot solely
rely on its form dabl e persuasive powers to convince others of the
superiority of denbcracy as Anerica defines it.

Three-quarters of humanity today still lives in poverty. Pockets of this
vast swat he of humanity, principally in East Asia, have clinbed out of
poverty either through non-denbcratic neans or through their own
variations of the denocratic nodel.

They do not reject the Western denocratic nodel. In fact, they
under st and why Westerners hold dear to their denocracies as a value in and
of itself. It is to the credit of the Wstern denocratic nodel that
thinking Asians are willing to postpone its enjoynent in order to build a
nore solid foundation.

They duly note that people in many denocratic Asian countries enjoy it
| argely on enpty stomachs and wonder if this is so precisely because they
choose to enjoy their denbcracy too soon.

In fact, sone Asians, enbol dened by their current successes, are now



wondering if denmocracy needs to be an end in itself.

Denocracy has until now been wi dely perceived to be the best bul wark
agai nst alnmost all man-nade ills - inhumanity towards others and
corruption.

Perhaps it is possible to establish a post-denbcratic society that is
soci ally and econonically equitable while sinultaneously enjoying
prosperity, that is corruption-free and where governnents go about their
j obs not because they want to be re-elected but because it is their job?

Then we will be spared the worry of having to expend so nmuch in terns of
public man-hours and general systens paralysis over a President's sexua
i ndi scretions or a Cuban boy's famly feud.

Wi ch brings ne to ny original point. W certainly have a lot to be
thankful to America over its sacrifices in Vietnam

It istime for Anerica to return to its original "purpose" as a beacon
of freedomnot only for itself but for the rest of the world. That
freedom however, will be besmirched, indeed violated, if it has to be
"enforced".
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