08/ 04/ 2000

" Si ngapore nust translate statenment into action'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Governnent has wel coned Singapore Prime M nister
Goh Chok Tong's statement yesterday that nmedia wars hel ped no one and t hat
nei ther he nor his Governnent believed in Ml aysi a-bashi ng.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today the inportant
thing now was to translate the statement into action and ensure that the
media in both countries understood how it should deal with bilatera
rel ati onshi ps.

"It is a very good view. But this is not the first tinme such an incident
has occurred.

"Both countries had al ways stressed the inportance of mmintaining | ong-
termbilateral relationship and it is time the nmedia understood this," he
sai d.

He said Malaysia did not want its relationship with Singapore to be
marred by political nedia statenments suggesting a change of Governnent in
anot her country.

In his first reaction to the Singapore Straits Tinmes article which
derided Mal aysi a's | eadershi p, Goh had said that neither he nor his
Gover nnent believed i n Mal aysi a- bashing or putting down Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad.

In the March 25 article, witer Chua Lee Hoong had criticised Ml aysia
as the only denocratic Government |eft in Asia which did not have a
| eadershi p change in the | ast decade.

She al so wote negatively on Mal aysia's econonic policies during the
recent Asian crisis.

Urging the nedia in both countries to be circunspect in comenting on
devel opnents in each other's countries, Goh said Singapore and Ml aysi a
had very close inter-related ties and the republic was an inportant
i nvestor in Ml aysia.

Sai d Syed Ham d: "W understand that there are bound to be differences
bet ween the two countries.

"But, both sides, especially the nmedia, should know each other's norns
and val ues and the inportance of respecting themto maintain good
relations."
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