12/ 07/ 2000

Vent ure abroad, PM agai n advi ses | ocal entrepreneurs

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Reading a piece of advice he got froma book on

M ckey Mbuse he won as a prize in his primary school days to a group of
Mal aysi an busi nessnmen, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today again call ed
on themto venture abroad

The Prime Mnister said Mal aysians still had an inferiority conpl ex
about venturing out.
"We still think we are second rate... we should be nore confident of

oursel ves and be prepared to do things that are different fromwhat we
used to do, to be pioneers, plucky pioneers, to be | ess orthodox," he said
when openi ng the Mal aysi an Structural Steel Association convention and
exhibition 2000 in Seri Kenmbangan, near here.

The advice fromthe M ckey Muse book read: "Go West young man was a
good advice. So M ckey thought it would be nice, to try his luck both far
and near and be a plucky pioneer."

Dr Mahathir said although the words fromthe book were not that of a
great sage or phil osopher, he was inspired by it.

Mal aysi an busi nessnmen, he said, nmust learn to work under | ess congeni al
condi tions and should be able to conpete both at honme and abroad.

They woul d have to learn to be on their own as the Governnment woul d not
be able to protect themforever, he added.

"There is no reason why Ml aysi ans cannot bid for construction works
even in the devel oped countries. W have the capability and we can achieve
worl d standards, " he said, adding that many countries in the South were
keen to have Mal aysi an buil ders construct infrastructure.

Dr Mahathir sai d Mal aysi ans would not try anything that had not been
approved by the experts, especially foreigners.

"Their standards are foreign standards and when these standards differ,
they find thensel ves unabl e to handl e the problem

"Thus, if they are used to British standards and neasurenents, they seem
unable to switch to the netric systemand vice versa," he said.

Mal aysi a, which had broken fromits past orthodoxy and pi oneered new
ways of dealing with its devel opment, woul d have never progressed this far
if it had remai ned wedded to the ol d ways.

He al so spoke on the need for nore research and devel opnent in the usage
of steel in Mlaysia.

The dunpi ng of products by the big economes made it difficult for a
viabl e steel industry to thrive in Ml aysi a.

To strengthen the steel industry, industrialists and their engineers
must | ook around for nore products which they could fabricate for |oca
use and for export.

If local steel millers could keep their costs |ow, they could supply
construction and other steel products to the rest of the world.

Apart fromthe private sector, Dr Mahathir said, the Government, through
its various agencies nust also play an inportant role in shaping the
construction industry.

"Qur construction conpani es working abroad will help to introduce
Mal aysi an steel. Eventually, we can have a big enough demand to support a
full-scal e steel -maki ng i ndustry," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so remi nded industrialists to find alternative building
materials to replace those extracted fromrivers and hills.

He said if nore steel was used in the construction industry, the demand



for sand, aggregates and cenment woul d be reduced.

"Qur hills and rivers would then be able to stay intact and our
envi ronnment saved," he added.

Later, Dr Mahathir witnessed the signing of a nenorandum of
under st andi ng between the Ml aysi an Structural Steel Association and four
universities to encourage interaction between educational institutions and
the i ndustry.

The four universities are International Islanmc University, Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysi a, Universiti Putra Ml aysia and Universiti Sains
Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir al so presented prizes to winners of two conpetitions
organi sed by the association. (See Page 5)

In the open ideas conpetition, the first prize went to Veritas
Architects foll owed by Integrated Design Network Sdn Bhd and Arkitek
Bi narj aya whi ch won second and third prizes respectively. They each won
RMLO, 000, RM7, 000 and RMb, 000 respectively.

In the Undergraduates Prize Awards, all three top prizes went to
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysi a.
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