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UWNO nust rerain in power and continue as the |leading party in the Barisan
Nasi onal to ensure that Vision 2020 is achieved, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d yest er day.

The party president said as there were specific plans and targets to be
met, the country needed a party that was able to understand and carry out
the policy successfully.

"That's nmy job now... to try and get the party to understand its role in
achi eving Vision 2020," he told a post-general assenbly Press conference.

The Prinme Mnister said his ultinate goal was to put the country on
track to achi eve Vision 2020.

On the party's new |line-up and whet her he was confident that it would be
able to help himrealise the objectives, Dr Mahat hir expressed confidence
intheir capabilities.

"They have to cope with differences in views and opi nions,
"and channel the diverse opinions accordi ngly".

Dr Mahat hir sai d another focus was for nenbers to close ranks and rally
t he support of people outside the party.

"I think they (will) realise there is no benefit in fighting each
other," he said. "The majority will cool down and return to the origina
struggl e of Umo."

On how he viewed the proceedings at the assenbly, Dr Mahathir said he
noticed that nenbers were nore critical of the party and wanted reform

"Sonmetimes it looked as if they had rejected the party's struggles,"” he
said, "but after we expl ained, they becane nore conmitted to the party and
its struggles".

On ways to capture the support of rural people, Dr Mahathir said the
nmost inportant thing was to talk to them

"This is necessary as some of themwere beneficiaries of the Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mregi me and had benefited fromhis patronage,” he said. "He
used to give themshares, noney and prom sed themthings if he becane the
Prime Mnister. These people are still around and they are canpai gni ng for
hi m

"W will counter themby explaining the truth to the people as
opposition arises fromw ong perception. For exanple, they have pronoted
an image that | ama very oppressive pharaoh, calling ne firaun and
Mahazal i m

"By doing this, they hope the people will hate ne... they have nothing
el se but to resort to |abelling and character-assassination."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to respond on his retirenent plans and his
successor.

Stressing that he would not be around forever, the Prine Mnister said
he was not immortal and coul d get sick or drop dead one day.

But before retiring, he said, he had to nmake sure that the party
accepted and fully respected the new | eadership

"That is ny job and | can't just |let go of everything because | have
retired."”

On whet her he woul d be around at the next party general assenbly, Dr
Mahat hir turned the table and asked the reporter: "Are you marri ed? How
many children will you have? It is so far in the future, you can't tel
t hese things."

On his health and whether it would be the prine consideration for himto

he sai d,



step down, he said: "My health is, unfortunately, very good at the nonent.
| feel better, | can do nore work than the average... 16 to 18 hours a
day.

"But obviously | have to step down as you will never know what's goi ng
to happen. O course, you like to speculate and the stock nmarket will go
down. "

On attenpts to undernmine his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi , Dr
Mahat hir said such things happened and he knew of those who were very keen
to turn the views of Ummo agai nst Abdul | ah and hinsel f.

"They may think when sonebody el se becones the PM they will get jobs,
shares, perks and all kinds of things for thenselves," Dr Mahathir said.

"Thi s happened during the tenure of the fornmer Finance M nister where
all his cronies were awarded huge nunber of shares and highly-paid jobs."
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