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Waj a now boasts 95pc | ocal content

THE Proton Waj a design team was headed by the conpany's chief executive
of ficer, Tengku Datuk Mahal eel Tengku Ariff, and supervised by
Kamar ul zaman Darus, general manager of R&D, whil e another general nanager,
Muhamad Amaen, acted as the project director.

Except for the powertrain - the engine and rel ated conponents such as
gear-box - the Waja boasts of 95 per cent |ocal content. The car has a
totally new pl atform (underbody structure and chassis) devel oped by | oca
engi neers, a result of Proton's involvenent in the conpetitive notor
i ndustry for over 15 years.

This is unlike the existing Proton nodels such as the Satria, Wra and
Per dana whi ch "borrowed" platforns fromM tsubishi. Another nodel, the
Tiara, uses the platformfromCitroen. Additionally, Proton is also
dependent on its foreign partners for the powertrain but the mssing |ink
will all be gone in the very near future, probably in the year 2002

In maki ng the challenge to Proton in April 1996 to design a Ml aysi an
car that is affordable, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
said: "You can, if you think you can"

Proton responded by initiating a progranme team and concept direction
two nonths later. Proton also set about the task by investing al nbost RMA00
mllion worth of research and devel opnent facilities at its Shah Al am
pl ant, creating one of Asia's nbst nodern and technol ogi cally advanced R&D
centres.
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