01/ 09/ 2000
Waj a to save nati on RMBOOm a year: Dol l ah

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI A will be able to save about RVWOO million a year with the
producti on of the new | ocal |l y-designed Proton Waja car, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi says.

The savings will cone fromnot having to inport parts and accessori es,
or pay royalties for patents, he said.

Nati onal carmaker Perusahaan O onmpbil Nasional Bhd (Proton) has been
annual | y spendi ng about RWA05 mllion to inport accessories and parts, and
another RVMBOO mllion in royalty payments to the Japanese car
manuf act urer.

"If we have our own intellectual property rights to produce the chasis,
we can produce new nodels in three or four years w thout having to pay
extra costs for new devel opnents," Abdullah said at the | aunchi ng of
Edaran O onobil Nasional Bhd (EON) Proton WAja sal es carnival in Shah Al am
yest er day.

Proton has invested about RM70 mllion, 1.7 mllion nan-hours and 300
engineers in three years to develop the Waja, its eight nodel after the
Proton Saga, |swara, Wra, Satria, Putra, Tiara and Perdana. About 20
vendors are produci ng conponents for the Wja.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad unveil ed the Proton Wij a
on May 8 2000. It is the first locally-designed car and is said to have
met all the necessary regulations up to 2005, the year when all tariff
barriers for the autonotive sector in intra-Asean trade will be
substantially | ower ed.

The Proton Waja is conceptualised as a conpetitive car for the new
m |l ennium one that would do well in globally in a matured, dynanic and
mul ti-cul tural market.

The 1.6 litre variant of the Waja cones in four different colours (artic
bl ue, silver, indiumand petrol blue) and will be nmade avail able in both
manual and automatic versions.

The Waja 1.6 manual with standard accessories will retail at RMVb68, 963. 30
(on the road price), while the 1.6 automatic version with standard
accessories is priced at Rvw2,840.69 in Peninsul ar Ml aysi a.

The Proton Waja has five strong product features: stronger body, quality
build with uni que nodul ar assenbly, Lotus ride and handling, performance
and hi gher class of safety.

Abdul | ah sai d the synergy and cl ose cooperation between Proton and EON
had ensured that the national car continues to be the top choice in
Mal aysia in terns of quality, conpetitive pricing and good after-sal es
servi ce.

Begi nning this nonth, EON no | onger has exclusive distribution rights
over new Proton nodels. The Proton Waja will be available at both EON and
Usahama Proton-DRB Sdn Bhd (USPD) deal ershi ps. This devel opnent foll ows
Proton's recent acquisition of the entire stake in USPD.

Abdul | ah said EON nust set up a responsive managenent teamthat can
adapt to market changes before 2005, when tarrif barriers for the
autonotive sector will be reduced under the Asean Free Trade Area.

The Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations menbers had earlier decided
to defer the tariff reductions for conpletely built-up and conpletely
knocked- down products of the automative industry from 2003 to 2005

EON wi Il display and sell the Proton Waja at all its 52 sal es branch
of fices and 123 franchi se sal es deal ers nati onwi de. EON chairman Tan Sri



Mohd Sal eh Sul ong said the Proton WAja 1.8 variant will be on sale early
next year.
( END)
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