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Waki ng Umo from sl unber

A. Kadir Jasin

MANY in Umo had, in the past, been quick at taking exception to

unf avour abl e comments about the party. Never mind if the corments were
deened constructive by ot hers.

This resulted in sone people accusing the party of living in a state of
deni al . That accusation riled themeven nore.

The last thing they would want to hear is the fate of Umo bei ng
conmpared to that of the ruling parties in other countries that had | ost
t he support of the people.

They seened to think that what happened to such parties as Japan's
Li beral Denocratic Party and the Congress Party of |ndia would not happen
to Umo.

This tendency was so deep-rooted that many had refused to face the
reality that Umo | ost considerable Malay support in |ast year's genera
el ection.

I nst ead of accepting responsibility for the poor show ng, they bl aned
ot hers and one anot her.

But | ast week, the ground they stood on was shaken | oose. They can no
longer live in a state of perpetual denial. They nust begin to face
reality.

It was not a detractor or an eneny of Umo that shook themup fromtheir
make-believe world. It was the party president hinself.

Speaking to the Press after briefing party nenbers and del egates on May
9, a day ahead of the commencenent of the party's annual general assenbly,
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad reni nded themof the fate awaiting Umo if
they continued to believe that it was invincible.

He urged themto learn fromthe defeat of the parties which had fought
for independence of their countries, like the Kuom ntang in Taiwan, the
Musl i m League in Pakistan and India' s Congress Party.

"We need to learn fromother people's experiences, (the downfall of)
parties simlar to Umo which had fought for their countries
i ndependence.

"W learn (fromtheir weaknesses) so that we will not suffer the sane
fate," he said.
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