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Wan Hafi zamwi ns award for heroic deed

V. Ramanan

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Wan Hafizamlsmail, whose selfless sacrifice in
donating part of his liver to a stranger nade headlines |ast year, was
today naned the 175th w nner of the Quinness Effort Award.

The 23-year-old adm nistrative assistant with Universiti Ml aya of fered
part of his liver to help 14-nonth-old Mohd Afiqg I gmal who was suffering
fromtermnal liver failure.

Mohd AfiqQ's plight was highlighted in the New Straits Tines early |ast
year and his future | ooked bl eak until Wan Hafizamcanme forward with his
of fer.

Despite concerns fromthe nedical fraternity, the operation was
successful and nade | ocal history by being the first transplantation
i nvol ving a non-fanily nenber.

Wan Hafizam whose sacrifice also received the attention of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, received a Quinness Effort Award
certificate, a personalised pewter goblet and a hone theatre set.

He said that he was well and leading a normal life.

He even counted sky-diving as one of his hobbies.

He has al so pl edged to donate his organs when he dies.

Deputy Health M nister Datuk Sul ei ran Mohanad who presented the award to
Wan Hafi zam prai sed himfor his noble deed and urged others to enul ate
hi m

"It is the Governnent's aimthrough Vision 2020 to establish a caring
society," he said, adding that he woul d al so donate his organs after his
deat h.

The cerenony was held in conjunction with Mohd Afiq' s second birthday
where a cake was presented to him

Al so present were the toddler's parents, Shansiah Salinmn and Mohd | gnal
Zai ni, grandnot her Zal eha Thanby Chi k, Gui ness Anchor Bhd nanagi ng
director Terry Challenor and Guiness Effort Award Schene panel chairman A
Sri K. Nayagam
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