28/ 02/ 2000

Wanita M C working tow ads consensus on two slots in CAC

KUALA LUMPUR. Sun. - Wanita M C | eaders are working towards a consensus on
the candi dates for the two slots allocated to the wing in the party
central working committee

A source said senior nenbers were not too keen on an election as this
could |l ead to politicking.

"It is likely that there will not be a contest as nost of the Wanita
menbers do not want to see politicking within the novenent," the source
told the New Straits Tines.

El ections will be held at the two-day party assenbly to be opened by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad on May 27 at the Putra World
Trade Centre.

The Wanita M C assenbly will be held at PWC on May 21.

Under an amendnment to the party constitution during the MC s genera
assenbly | ast August, the Wanita wing will be able to elect two nenbers to
t he CWC

Previ ously, wonen | eaders contesting for a CWC seat had to conpete with
mal e candi dates who had a better chance of w nning.

The CWC has two wonen at present - Wanita head Senator Jeya Pat hi ban
(appoi nted by virtue of her Wanita post) and fornmer Kapar MP Dr G Leela
Rama (who was el ected in the 1997 el ection).

The source said the two to be endorsed by the wing are likely to be
State Assenbl ywoman for Kota Raja, Kamala Ganapathy, who is also its
secretary and Kapar MP Konal a Kri shnanmoorthy, currently Wanita counci
nmenber .

"Since both the | eaders hold inportant positions, they are thought to be
the right candi dates for the posts.”

The source said while the chances of them being returned unopposed was
quite high, there m ght be other Wanita | eaders interested in conpeting

"However, chances are that they will eventually decide not to contest to
respect the deci sion nade by the Wanita wi ng."

The source added that possible contenders are likely to be senior Wanita
menbers Tan Sri Devaki Krishnan and Kanmal achee Arunugam who are both
Wani ta counci|l nenbers.

"Anot her possibility is P. Mariayee fromNegri Senbilan who is the only
worran | eader currently hol ding a divisional chairman post,"” said the
source adding that Mariayee lost by a narrow margin in the 1997 el ecti on.

The source added that it was unlikely that Dr Leela woul d def end her
post as her chances of wi nning appeared slim

"I'n the previous election, Dr Leela's strength was her position as an MP
but she no I onger holds the post and thus it m ght be hard for her to
retain her seat," said the source.

Meanwhi | e, Komal a when contacted, said it was prenmature to conment on
whet her she woul d cont est .

"I amconsidering it seriously but | have yet to decide as branch
meetings will only be held next month. O course, as el ected
representatives, we would be nore effective if we could sit in the centra
wor ki ng comittee which decides on the party's struggles and direction,”
said Komal a who is al so the Sel angor Wanita M C head.
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