10/ 10/ 2000

Wanita to seek endorsement for Puteri proposal

KUANTAN, Mon. - Wanita Umo will propose to the party | eadership that
menber shi p of Puteri Umo be confined to those aged 25 and bel ow, i nstead
of 40 and bel ow, as suggested earlier.

Its chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said today the | ower age [imt would
refl ect the young people's i mage associ ated with the setting up of the
body.

"Fromour experience, we know that those who are above 25 are al ready
mature. If they were to join Umo at the age of 18, it will nean they
woul d have been i nvol ved i n t he movenent for seven years," she said after
chairing the Wanita Umo exco meeti ng.

Al so present was her deputy Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil.

The setting up of Puteri Umo, which was agreed upon by the Umo suprene
council on July 10, is to attract younger wonen to the party.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad had said that Puteri Umo
was to cater to young wonen who were interested in joining the party, but
were unconfortable with Wanita Umo which they percei ved as bei ng made up
of ol der nenbers.

The proposal has caused di ssensi on anbng Wani ta nmenbers with sone
wanting it to followthe format of Umo Youth while others prefer it to
function as a cl ub.

Rafidah said if the party | eadershi p and suprene council had no ot her
choice but to stick to the earlier suggestion, the novenent woul d have no
obj ection because it was the right of the | eadership.

"All we want to say is that if the party wants to reflect Puteri Umo's
yout hful inmage, the age limt should be | owered," she added.

In the counter-proposal to be submitted to Dr Mahathir and his deputy
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi t his Thursday, Rafidah sai d Wanita Umo
woul d specifically outline what the novenent felt the structure of Puteri
Umo shoul d be.

"It will have its own structure at the branch, division, State |iaison
and exco levels. But we will propose that each branch chief of Puteri Umo
be part of Wanita Umo in that branch.

"At the divisional level, the Puteri Umo chief will be part of the
divisional Wanita Umo. Simlarly, it will be representedinthe State
Wanita Umo |iaison conmittees and the novenment's exco."

Rafi dah said the nove (to make Puteri Umo | eaders part of Wanita Umo)
was appropriate because bei ng young, the menbers did not have the
experience in many areas and Wanita Umo was willing to nobiliseits
resources to assist them

"Puteri Umo shoul d have a structure that links with Wanita Umo to
ensure the party's strength i s mai ntai ned and to pave the way for co-
ordi nati on between the two bodi es, especially in the handling of el ection
preparations. "

Raf i dah nmade it clear that the novenent had never objected to the
formation of Puteri Umo.

"Actual ly, we can conpl enent each other. W are aware that it is
appropriate to i nvolve youths in the party nmachi nery as the Umo
constitution states that the Mal ays and ot her Bum puteras can join the
party when they reach 18.

"We al so agree that there should be a body to be called Puteri Umo to
cater to them But we shoul d al so consi der the negative and positive



implications of its existence, not only to Wnita Umo but also to the
party as a whole."
Rafi dah said the movenment woul d back any nmove that coul d strengthen
umo.
( END)
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