20/ 08/ 2000

War m wel come for Sel angor's new MB

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters today wel comed t he
appoi ntrent of Dr Mohd Khir Toyo as the new Sel angor Menteri Besar.

In Mal acca, Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Mhd Rustam descri bed the
appoi ntment of the 35-year-old Sungai Panjang State Assenbl ynan as an
i ndi cation of the trust Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had
on the younger generation.

As the youngest Menteri Besar in the country, Mohd Ali said Dr Mohd Khir
possessed the zeal, skills and vision to drive Sel angor further forward.

In 1 poh, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali saidthe
appoi ntrent of Dr Mohd Khir was a farsighted choice by Dr Mahathir.

"It is unexpected but a wi se sel ection because Dr Mahat hir wants a good
| eadership in preparation for the 2004 general el ection," he said.

I n Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said Dr Mahathir nust
have good reasons for picking the youngest and newest assenbl ynan to be
t he MB.

"Al though | do not know him(Dr Mohd Khir Toyo), | amconfident he wll
steer Sel angor into further devel opment and progress.”

I n Langkawi , Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said
t he appoi ntment of Dr Mohd Khir reflected Dr Mahathir's recent noves to
reduce politicking within Umo and get its | eaders to focus on devel opnent
and inportant issues.

He said the fact that the new appoi ntee was young or not fromanong the
di vi sional | eaders was not an issue in the present context.

Syed Razak said the age of Mohd Khir was i mmaterial, addi ng that Defence
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak was younger when he becane t he Pahang
Menteri Besar.

In Kota Baru, Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat said the
appoi nt ment of an unknown woul d stop the scranble for posts anong
politicians.

"Fromthe adninistration point of view, at this noment, it is better
that way. It is better to appoi nt an unheral ded person to avoid the tussle
(for posts)."

I n Kual a Terengganu, Terengganu Mentri Besar Hadi Awang responded
through his Press secretary Zahari Mhaned that there was a reason why a
young Menteri Besar was chosen.

"Maybe because they want to find a cl ean-i mage candi date,” Zahari quoted
Abdul Hadi as sayi ng.
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