25/ 07/ 2000
"We are not exclusive

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh i n Bangkok

FOREI GN M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the "Asean Plus Three"
meeting i nvolving 10 nenbers of the grouping with China, Japan and South
Korea shoul d not be viewed as an "exclusive club” detrinmental to the

i nterest of nmajor Western econoni es.

He said there should not be any negative connotation over the neeting to
be hel d on Wednesday in conjunction with the conference and the Asean
Regi onal Forum i n Bangkok

"Why, when the Asean Plus Three neeting is held is a negative
connotation given? What is nost inportant is that it has a 1.2 billion
popul ation." He said the co-operation was nore about how the countries
could participate in the gl obal market.

Syed Ham d was responding to a question froma foreign journalist that
there was concern over the Asean Plus Three neeting which m ght be viewed
as an exclusive club detrimental to the interest of the United States,

Eur opean Uni on and other countries involved in the wider Asia Pacific
region.

"There's Nafta and EU (North American Free Trade Agreenent and the
Eur opean Uni on). People are not tal king about it being a bloc or a threat
to others.

"But when Asean Plus Three (or when) East Asia gets together, why should
there be concern? | think it is our way of managi ng and handl i ng
gl obal i sation so that we can becone an effective partner in the whole
gl obal i sation process,"” he said during an interval in the AVM PMC

Syed Hanid said the neeting, ained at strenghthening econonmi ¢ and soci a
co-operati on anong Asean and East Asian nations, should be | ooked at
positively.

"Also, in the case of China entering the Wrld Trade Organisation, it is
going to be positive. Japan had al so been positive in hel ping not only the
devel oped worl d but al so the devel oping world. South Korea is al so
i nportant.

"This is nore real. Ot herwi se, the gap between the " haves and haves not
inthe region is going to be wider,"” he said, adding no region or country
woul d |i ke that to be perpetuated.

Meanwhi | e, Syed Hami d said Asean's participation in the just concl uded
& neeting in Ckinawa, Japan, foll owed a suggestion fromPrinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad i n Havana.

He al so said, Asean Foreign Mnisters had accepted that Ml aysia's
reconmmendati on on tackling the H V/ AlIDS problemaffecting the region be
i ncluded in the comuni que to be i ssued tonorrow.
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