14/ 03/ 2000

W are ready to conpromise if S poreis willingto: Dr M

MALAYSI Ais ready to conprom se with Singapore to resolve bilateral issues
if therepublicis alsowllingto do so, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d yest er day.

"Issues get difficult toresolve if we are the ones who have to
conmprom se each time.

"(They) want Mal aysia to conprom se but the other party refuses to
conpromise ... it'salittledifficult,” Dr Mahathir told a press
conference after launching the Port of Tanjung Pel epas 2000 Conference and
Exhi bition in Johor Baru yesterday.

He was asked to comment on several issues affecting bilateral ties
i ncl udi ng | and bel ongi ng to KTMBhd i n Tanj ung Pagar, the sale of water to
the republic and the Singapore Central Provident Fund (CPF) withdrawals.

Dr Mahat hir said Si ngapore should agree to the i ssue of the KTMBhd | and
i n Tanj ong Pagar be resol ved as a package and not separately.

"It is a problemthat has a lot of ranmifications with other bilatera
issues It is not asinple isolated issue," he said.

The Si ngapore Governnent wants t he Tanj ung Pagar railway station to be
nmoved either to Bukit Timah first or straight to Wodl ands.

Si ngapore's Foreign Mnister S. Jayakumar was reported by Straits Tinmes
| ast week as saying that the Points of Agreement between Mal aysi a and
Singapore on railway land will expire in less than a year

Dr Mahat hir expressed hope that the matter woul d be resolved within a
year as stipul ated under the Points of Agreenent. "l do not know whet her
it will be resolved in one year but | hope it will. W will see when we
cone to that (if the issue cannot be solved in a year)," he said.

He al so refuted Singapore's claimthat the Umo el ections are disrupting
negoti ati ons on a package of issues involving the two countries including
the CPF issue. "If the election is the cause of the deadl ock, the CPF
i ssue woul d have | ong been settled. W are not delaying the matter
del i berately," he added.

He described the CPF i ssue as a "sinple problent, saying that "all we
ask of themis that when our people stop working there, they can take
their CPF nmoney back

"This is al so our practice; when Si ngaporeans who work in Ml aysi a
return to their country, they can take their noney."

"The sanme with Mal aysi ans from Sabah and Sarawak who wor ked i n Si ngapor e

but what we do not understand is why can't Mal aysi ans fromthe
Peni nsul a do the same," he said.
( END)
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