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W nust set higher targets for results that matter

S. Naval an
THE nati onal hockey teammay have put up a courageous display in the
Sydney A ynpics but they nust realise only the end results matter.

Their 11th placing in a 12-teamconmpetition will not go down well,
especially after the call for national athletes to achi eve higher
standards i nstead of the pathetic results at the Sydney A ynpi cs.

The hockey pl ayers nust understand t hat they nust back up a good show
with the results.

And t hey nust show t hi s when Mal aysi a host the 2002 World Cup i n Kual a
Lunpur .

For a country who were once ranked anong the top five in the world, the
hockey team - whether they like it or not - nust make every effort to be
in that position in 2002.

And with this target achi eved, they nust then set hi gher standards for
t he 2004 Athens A ynpics. Only then can the hockey teamjustify all the
funds that have been poured i nto preparing themfor nmajor tournanents.

Li ke many other sports in the country, the hockey team have not been
perform ng at their best when it conmes to nmgjor tournanents.

While they will definitely point to the side who won the silver nedal at
t he 1998 Comopnweal t h Ganes, the hockey teamnust al so adnmit their
performance in the last World Cup and the O ynpics were sinply not
remar kabl e.

In fact, they finished 11th at the 1998 Wrld Cup and al so at the 1996
Atlanta A ynpics. Inthe 1998 Asi an Ganes, Mal aysi a finished fifth, one of
their worst showings in recent years.

Thi s was one of the reasons that pronpted Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to criticise Malaysia's poor showi ng i n Sydney.

"We have spoilt our athletes with too nuch reward. They think of
t hemsel ves only now ... but they nust also think of what they can
contribute,” he said | ast Friday.

Former teammanager R Yogeswaran, who handl ed the national side from
1998 until the Sydney A ynpi cs, while pointing out the current Ml aysi an
si de have a good future, adnmtted they | ack notivati on.

"We were unlucky in Sydney. W shoul d have won several of our matches
but there is no excuse for that," sai d Yogeswaran.

"W did well to hold Holland 0-0 al though we shoul d have beaten
Paki stan. We drew 1-1 but if we had tightened up at the back, we would not
have let in a goal with 37 seconds to go.

"It is on such basis that we nust buck up and then go for the jugular in
2002. "

Yogeswar an sai d many players in the side are young but experienced and
this augurs well for the future.

Several players of the side who finished fourth in 1975 Wrld Cup agreed
the national teamhave to set higher targets in order to achi eve success.
"What is for sureis that all the hard work put in by a good bunch of
pl ayers did not come to nuch good. They nust understand we cannot go on
patting backs for nmediocrity," said R Ranakrishnan, the 1975 ski pper.

"I would rather play a bad gane and still win instead of having pl ayed
creditably but finish 11 out of 12. At the end of the day, the end results
are all that nmatter.

"Next year, the records will show Mal aysia were only 11th out of 12
teans and that is hardly encouraging. The firepower is al so nissing and



this is one area the officials in charge nust try to i nprove. "

But Ranekrishnan and S. Bal asi ngam one of the best |efthal ves and
fl ankbacks t he country have ever produced, agreed the current teamcan go
far.

"The talent is there and some of the youngsters in the national side are
al so comng up well," said Bal asi ngam

"But the notivation to win nust be there. Sonetines, | feel that when we
nmove into a conpetition, we don't set high targets. That can be better and
it surely must when the 2002 Worl d Cup takes pl ace."

Bal asi ngamcited VHF nmust al so find someone |i ke Yogeswaran who can
notivate the players as seen in recent years.

"Maybe a new man can i nject fresh ideas to bring back the hunger in
their eyes. Because it is never easy to take over fromYogeswaran, who has
done a god good job thus far," he said.

In short, what is a nust for the hockey side is that qualifying for the
A ynpi cs and Wrl d Cup cannot be the standard. Achieving status in these
conpetitions nust now be their target.

( END)
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