15/ 11/ 2000
We need to be consi stent

Desnond Li m Teck Aun

I HAVE been to many i nternational conferences in Kual a Lunpur incl udi ng

t hose attended by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad. | find
his views and perspective to be sharp and original, befitting a statesman.

I normal ly cringe when speakers and politicians quote others, including
sone obscure thinkers, but cannot present their own vi ews.

Sone engage writers who, in their desperation to be seen as
intellectuals, use obscure words and terribly | ong sentences.

On the contrary, the Prime M nister has never failed to i npress ne. But
sonme of those who attend these conferences are guilty of showering
excessive praise onthe Prime Mnister, which | amsure has made hi m
unconfort abl e.

When t hey ask hi mquestions, they acquire a sycophantic tone, indulge in
long, florid speeches filled with platitudes. Mal aysi ans have becone very
di scerning and are able to tell when a person | oses his objectivity in
order to please

As a nation, we have sprinted and sped ahead si nce | ndependence. Now, we
are at a stage where we are refining our ways, and inproving our
conpetence. This will see enhancenent of standards and qualities as the
demands and expectations of a discerning public grow.

Those who | avi sh prai se needl essly may want to add nore finesse for a
change.

At the same time, critics will no |l onger get away wi th sweepi ng, hal f-
baked comrents. One critic that | see as formdable is Tan Sri Ranmon
Navaratnam He wites without fear or favour. That he too has been proved
wrong and gone of f tangent many tinmes showed t hat how badly we all need to
i mprove consi stency.

A case in point - a few days before the tabling of the 2001 Budget
Navar at nam appeared in a Money Matters edition that discussed the Budget.
He articul ated the need to convi nce Mal aysi ans that the systemrewards the
best .

Then, | listened to the Budget speech that provided various incentives
to returning Mal aysi an professionals, and spelt out the rewards for
har dwor ki ng Mal aysi ans in the K-econony. The Budget warned about the
dangers awai ting the | aggards, and the dangers of nediocrity.

On Nov 4, witing in his NST colum, Navaratnamsaid the Budget "falls
short of expectations”. | amglad that he will be the first to admt that
whi | e he demands t he hi ghest standards for others, there are flaws in his
arnoury too.
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