03/ 04/ 2000
W want to naster engi ne technol ogy: PM

Ei r mal asar e Bani

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d Perusahaan Ot onobi |
Nasi onal Ber had (Proton) was established not to just manufacture cars but
to master the design and producti on of engines.

"W want to | earn nore about engi neering. Through Proton, we now have
t he capability of produci ng good engi nes,"” he said at press conference
after opening the the Mal aysi an Wrl d Mdotorcycl e Gand Prix i n Sepang
yest er day.

He was asked on the participation of |ocal conpanies in the hosting of
i nternational events such as the Grand Pri x.

"We are al so now working with know edgeabl e peopl e | i ke those from Kenny
Roberts, who can conme out with good engi nes. W al so have simlar
cooperation with Lotus and M tsubishi," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said many peopl e are com ng to Mal aysia to seek cooperation
inthe engineering field because they know t hey can get good cooperation
fromMal aysi ans. "Furthernore, the cost is not that high," he said.

The Prime M nister said fromthe national interest point of view, such
events canindirectly bringin nore tourists and job opportunities to the
country.

Dr Mahat hir said tourists who cane for the Petronas Mal aysi an Grand Pri x
| ast year spent about RVMBOO nillion during the event.

"I amconfident that nore will come this year ... to date, we have
recei ved booki ngs for the Fornmul a One val ued at RML5 ni |l ion. Peopl e have
bought tickets and made reservations at our hotels," he said.

He al so said by investing through the Sepang F1 Circuit, Malaysiais
shown and pronoted many times to nore than 600 nillion peopl e t hroughout
the worl d.

"To get that much exposure we need to spend about RM2 billion, probably
nore ... but this way, we invested RM280 million for the circuit and it is
only tw ce the amount that we spend in a two year of tourismpronotions,"
he added.

The Sepang F1 Circuit was constructed at a cost of RMB20 million. It is
managed by SIC, which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Ml aysia Airports
Ber had.

The SI C manages al|l notorsport activities, locally and internationally,
i ncludi ng the FI A Wrld Chanpi onship Fornula One Grand Prix and FIMWrl d
Mot or cycl e Chanpi onship G and Pri x.

The first Petronas Mal aysian Grand Prix, held at the Sepang F1 Circuit
| ast Cct ober, bagged t he speci al Fornul a One Managenment Award for the
best-organi sed Grand Prix for the year 1999.

Asked to coment on the Qpposition's allegation that the Sepang Circuit
is a waste of noney, Dr Mahathir said: "To them all is a waste of noney."
Dr Mahathir al so said he will discuss with SIC chairman Tan Sri Basir
Ismail over conplaints that tickets for events held at the Sepang F1

Circuit are expensive.

"I will discuss this with him(Basir) so that the ticket prices can be
reduced but | would like to reiterate that we have invested nillions to
build this circuit," he said.

The Mal aysian Worl d Motorcycle Grand Prix 2000 is the second in the
| eague of 16 chanpi onshi ps, which kicked off in South Africa two weeks
ago.

Dr Mahat hir al so presented prizes to winners in the 125cc cat egory.



A total of seventy-six riders took part in the races yesterday, which
i nvol ved the 125cc, 250cc and t he 500cc cat egori es.
(END)
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