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What it takes to achieve Vision 2020

Abdul Razak Ahrad

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Ml aysia needs to maintain an annual growh rate of
seven per cent over the next decade to remain on track towards achieving
the Vi si on 2020 concept.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said tonight the
infrastructure needed to achieve this was already in place and all that
was required was to optimse it.

"It can be achieved, barring no serious national disaster,” Dr Mahathir
replied to an e-nail interviewin TV2 programe, Let's Talk. Dr Mhathir
was asked about the 10-year benchmark to neasure Mal aysia's progress
t owar ds achi evi ng Vi si on 2020.

The target annual growth rate was disclosed recently by Finance M nister
Tun Dai m Zainuddin in an interview with a Singapore newspaper. Dai mwas
guoted as saying that several devel opment plans for the period of 2001-
2010 were being prepared, and that the Governnent was aimng for a
bal anced growth rate of between seven and ei ght per cent.

The seven per cent growth rate target for the next decade provides an
i ndi cati on of the extension (or replacenent) of the National Devel opnent
Pol i cy NDP

The 10-year Second Qutline Perspective Plan, which forns the framework
of inplementation for the NDP, expires at the end of the year.

The Prime Mnister said most of the Government's administrative
machi nery in Putrajaya and al so in Cyberjaya had becone t he pul se of
nati onal devel opment.

"Many Mal aysi ans woul d al ready be conputer literate by that tinme and
adept in the use of nobdern comuni cation in business and nany rel ated
activities," said Dr Mahathir.

Uni versities will be generating know edgeabl e and skill ed workers who
will further expand the nultimedia industry in Ml aysia.

"Ml aysi a shoul d al ready have been |isted as one of the world' s 15
| eading tradi ng nations with a per capita incone of US$10, 000 ( RM38, 000)."

On the qualities which the younger generation need to enable themto
strike forth and "conquer the world", he said youths nust have a sense of
responsibility and a |l ove for the country.

"They nust ensure continuity of the country's success."

Yout hs nmust be prepared to work hard after having acquired know edge and
various skills.

"If Ml aysia does not want to depend on ot hers, Ml aysi ans nust have
strength and sel f-confidence,”" Dr Mahathir he said.
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