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What Abdul | ah coul d or woul d be

Abdul | ah Ahmad

FOR nore than a year now, my youngest son in London has been experinmenting
with el ectroni c-books in his personal quest to judge a book by its | ack of
a cover.

My idea of reading pleasure is to read a book in bed - curled up with a
pillow Could anyone curl up with a pillow and an e-book?

The ol d saying that one must not judge a book by its cover nor a person
by his dress is even nore rel evant today. Bum puteras generally - the
story seens all too famliar - judge the religiosity of a man or a wonman
by what he or she wears or says, not by what the person does. The true
test is whether the person is useful to his comunity and country. No one
judges a person's piety except Cod.

Umo will - whatever it takes - remain in power to ensure Bum puteras
survive and t hat Vi sion 2020 i s achi eved. The Prinme M ni ster and presi dent
of Umo Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has urged Umo nmenbers and al
Mal aysi ans to give his third chosen heir (first Misa H tamand then Anwar
| brahi m Ghafar Baba was an i nteri mappoi ntment), Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi , their undivi ded support when he takes over fromhim

In spite of the fact that Abdul |l ah has been in and out of governnent for
a considerable tinme, not many Mal aysi ans, especially the non-Mislinms, know
himwell. Abdullah is, for sure, not Dr Mahathir nor like his three
i medi at e predecessors. For instance, Abdullah is so unlike his one-tine
rival, the jailed forner deputy prine minister and deputy Umo president
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim for Abdul | ah speaks in sinple | anguage so t hat
hi s message can reach ordi nary people. He has no desperate need to be
| oved, laughs alittle sonmetines and pl ays acceptably good gol f.

Abdullah is a graduate in Islamc studies, unlike Anwar who i s a
graduate in Mal ay studi es. Abdullah's father and grandfather were
religious schol ars. Despite his background, Abdullah is a noderate and
enl i ght ened Mal ay who, while giving strong affirmation to uphol ding I slam
has prom sed unequi vocally to fight Pas' religious extrenmism H's
determination to fight - albeit in different |anguage and i di ons - agai nst
di vi si veness and i ntol erance shoul d cal mthe non- Musli m Mal aysi ans.

Hi s open pl edge during the Umo general assenbly |ast week: "The
politics of Pas which fosters divisivenessis ablight | will oppose. If
its (Pas) negative activities are not stopped, | believe the sanctity of
Islamw Il be conprom sed and non-Muslinms will not accept that Islamc
teachi ngs bring good to the people. The Pas political programme
constitutes a crime against Islam disruptive to the harnony of the Muslim
ummah. Preventing Pas fromcontinuing to perpetuate this crinmeis

obligatory for ne. | amprepared to be at the forefront to do battle with
this group which is using I slamto sow seeds of hate and di vison." Strong
words froma man who seenms gentle, even dull, but able and approachabl e.

believe in Abdullah's firmcomitment to fight a wilful Pas

This forthright statement fromthe next Prime M nister was buried by the
nmedi a i n the back pages. | have decided to highlight it because it is
i mportant that Ml aysians of all races knowa little nore about our next
| eader.

| have known Abdul | ah for nore than three decades. | know he is a
dedi cat ed person who can | ead di verse people and | amconfident - when the
tinme comes - that he can decide the future of Malaysia with our consent.
Abdul I ah' s policy statement on the future shape of |slamshoul d put



concerns of arising Islamin Malaysia to rest.

The 54th Umo General Assenbly was nmonentous for Abdul | ah. He was
confirmed by a standi ng ovation as Dr Mahathir's successor. | felt a great
sensation as he nmade ne aware for the first tine that he bel ongs to ny
generation of Umo children. He and | had served Tun Razak and Tun Hussein
Onn and continue to serve Dr Mahathir in different capacities.

Dr Mahat hir was superb during his opening and wi ndi ng-up speeches.

Unl ess you were at the PWIC s Dewan Merdeka, you could not possibly fee
t he power and i magery of his words.

Let ne paraphrase both speeches: "Duty, serve, honour, country, race,
religion, the present and future, win and win to guarantee the future
whi ch is being constructed.” What Dr Mahathir said to the 2,018 del egates
and thousands of observers - | was pleasantly surprised to note that there
wer e hundreds of non-Mal ays - dictated what Ml aysi ans ought to be what
they coul d be and what they woul d be.

The Umo del egates to the assenbly have made their choices clear. The
crucial task of the newly-elected vice presidents - Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak, Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhammad Tai b and Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin and t he
new y-constituted Suprene Council - is to create a constructive
relationship with the Governnent, Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah; to be their
strong hel pi ng hands.

Dat uk Shahrir Samad and Dat uk Zahi d Ham di have returned to the Suprene
Council. Their return was not unexpected. This is Umo's denocracy at its
best. In any event, Shahrir and Zahi d have been gi ven a second chance.

The | osers tried hard but not hard enough. In the case of the Menteris
Besar, they have only thensel ves to bl ane. Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar,

Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman and Tan Sri |sa Samad shoul d have agreed t hat
only one of themshould go into the fray and whoever was chosen woul d have
won. Based on the results, Abu Hassan coul d have nade it had he been the

| one Menteri Besar contesting. There woul d have been a consol ation pri ze
for Datuk Panglima Osu Sukam another state chief executive officer, would
have al so tri unphed.

The el ection is over. The losers will, | hope, conduct thensel ves (the
sane for those who m ssed being nonmi nated) in a way that heal s the
"wound”, not deepens it. They should work as a team and recl ai m| ost
ground and project the desired i mage of Melayu Baru - who do not forget
their roots, hold fast to Islam acquire new know edge and skills to make
thensel ves self-reliant, successful, a disciplined and united people,
transparent and i ncorruptible, if that is possible.

Umo has not changed nuch, judging by the results of the el ection and
t he speeches made during the three-day general assenbly. | hope Umo will
qui ckly change between now and the 11th general el ections which should
prove to be a change for the better, tofit inwth the other shifts in
Bum put era soci ety out si de Umo.

| remenber readi ng General Douglas MacArthur's fond farewel | speech to
his bel oved West Point in May 1962. He told the cadets that their
acadeny's notto - "Duty, Honour, Country" would be their rallying points
at all tine: "To build courage when courage seens to fail; toregain faith
when there seens to be little cause for faith; to create hope when hope
becomes forlorn."

If Umo follows Dr Mahathir's and MacArthur's advi ce, Umo nmenbers wil |
al ways hol d the destiny of Malaysia in their hands. |f the present
generation of Umo | eadership fails to be responsive to Dr Mahathir's and
MacArthur's call, | pray the ghosts of nmillions of Umo nmenbers in white
garb will rise fromtheir graves thundering those words - duty, serve,
race, religion, honour and country.

The 54th Umo General Assenbly ended on a perfect note for nost.



| nyself have mixed enotions. | amhappy but | amalso in despair. |
hope the "sinners"” will repent. Unless they do, the stirring calls by Dr
Mahathir will be lost and Umo will be in peril. It would be politically
fatal tow Ifully disregard Dr Mahathir's advi ce.

It is a paradox that anong the many enlightened del egates there were
al so unconcerned representatives. I n any event, the Umo General Assenbly
provi des a good study and i nsight into the workings of the dom nant Ml ay
| eadership - par excellence, warts and all.

Umo, either shape up or |ose out.

( END)
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