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When bi gger picture is mssed and tiniest details not spared scrutiny

Shansul Akmar

A GROUP of npbsque regulars in Bandar Baru Sel ayang were extrenely pl eased
wi th thensel ves a few weeks ago when the concert of Senario, the popul ar
Mal ay conedi ans-cum si ngers group, was a total washout due to a downpour

"Padan nuka, kena senbahyang hajat, datang ribut terus tak jadi (Serves
themright, we perforned the prayers for God's intervention, the storm put
a stop to the concert,"” bragged one of the wonen.

Anot her worman who was |istening to the conversation got fed up and said:

"Why shoul d you nmake such a request to God ... bukan ke itu tutup pintu
rezeki orang? (Isn't that denying others of a livelihood?)"

The dissenter is a mnority and the way things are going, it wll
continue to be so.

More of interest are the knee-jerk reactions nmany Mal ays tend to indul ge
in when facing a situation not to their dislike or beyond their ability to
control. Under such circunstances, sone tend to read too nuch into things
and i gnore the bigger picture instead.

It is simlar with the way reactions were to the outcone of the race for
t he Umo vi ce- presi dency.

Most of the reactions to the victory achieved by Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak, Tan Sri Mihanmad Muhd Taib and Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin were that
of the return of the Wawasan Team

Coi ned during the 1993 Umo el ections, the Wawasan Team was | ed by Dat uk
Seri Anwar |brahi mwho managed to oust the then deputy-president Tun
Ghaf ar Baba while the trio swept the vice-president posts.

Anot her nenber of the teamwas Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanmby Chi k who
secured the coveted Youth Chief post.

As such, it is understandable if an analysis on the outcone of
Thursday' s vi ce-presidency race points towards that of Anwar's ghost
returning to haunt the party.

O course, a sinplistic assessnent will reflect such but some insights
may change such perceptions.

In the first place, the Umo Kubang Pasu division had, during its
meeting, nominated the three. It is significant as the division is |ed by
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhanmad hi nsel f.

This, to many ot her divisions, cones as a signal to the preference of
the party president and del egates were only taking the cue fromhim

After all, prior to this, Kubang Pasu had on numerous occasi ons chosen
not to make any nom nation for fear that it would be read by other
di vi sions and party nenbers as the preference of the president.

But in the run-up to this assenbly, due to the ruling by the suprene
council that all divisions nust fully nake their nom nations, Kubang Pasu
coul d not avoid this responsibility.

And the candi dates they nom nated for the three vice-presidents were
Naj i b, Muhammad and Muhyi ddi n.

However, it was not only Kubang Pasu whi ch had nmade such nomi nati ons.
Parit Buntar division chief Abdul Rahnan Sul ai man was upset that the
medi a chose not to nention his division which had also opted the trio for

t he vi ce- presi dency.

The division said it believed in and observed the no-contest advice for
t he president and deputy-president posts.

"As such, we decided to noninate Dr Mahathir and Pak Lah (as Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi is affectionately referred to).



"W di scussed on whom we shoul d noninate as the vice-presidents. | said,
in pursuing the spirit of the no-contest advice, we should re-nom nate the
i ncunbents - Najib and Muhamrad.

"For the third slot (which was vacated by Pak Lah who has noved up the
ranks), | said why don't we noninate the other incunbents of the 1993
el ection, and he i s Mihyiddin.

"The division comm ttee and del egates supported the i dea and today, the
proposal is realised,” Abdul Rahman said.

Wil e he can enjoy the satisfaction of being the | eader of a division
which got it right in its choice of vice-presidents, the rest of the Umo
fam |y and observers should al so realise that nmuch water had fl owed under
the bridge since the 1993 Wawasan Team show ng.

In fact, the Wawasan Team started crunbling within a year after they
swept the party el ections.

First to fall was Rahim He was accused of sexual wongdoings with an
underaged girl.

Even though he was cleared of all allegations and |ater on re-instated
to the Youth chief post, the scandal was a death knell to his career.

When the 1996 Umo el ections were held, Rahimlost and so did anot her
vi ce-president fromthe Wawasan Team - Muihyi ddi n

Naj i b and Muhanmmad were retai ned.

Wthin a year after the elections, it was Muhanmad's turn to get into
troubl e when he was arrested in Australia for failing to declare mllions
in cash he was carrying

He was, however, acquitted by an Australian court.

Muhyi ddi n went to Anwar's house on the day he was sacked but Mihyi ddin
remai ned i n Umo.

And then cane the general elections.

Dr Mahat hir, against all specul ations that he was going to drop
Muhyi ddi n as a candi date, retained himfor the Pagoh seat.

And when Dr Mahathir named his Cabi net, against all expectations, he
retai ned Muhyiddin as a ninister.

Then there is the neeting between Dr Mahat hir and Muhyi ddi n during the
early stages of the divisional neetings when the latter conplai ned that
there were efforts to bl ock nonminations for him

After the meeting between the two, nominations started pouring in for
Muhyi ddi n.

Then there is Najib, whomeveryone was sure fromthe begi nning to nmake
it.

On one hand, he won the 1996 vice-presidency with the highest votes.

Despite that, Dr Mahat hir had chosen Abdul | ah, who came out second in
the vice-presidency race, as the Deputy Prinme Mnister to replace Anwar.

Naji b showed his maturity by not maki ng any statenent and even went on
to pledge his support to Pak Lah and Dr Mahat hir

Agai nst this backdrop, it is understandable for the del egates to give
Najib their resoundi ng support and to make himcone out top for the second
ti me around.

In addition, during the 1993 el ections, though Najib was a nenber of the
Wawasan Team he was not seen as a true Anwar |loyalist as his credentials
did not reflect the type of people Anwar had preferred.

In politics, there are no permanent enenies nor friends.

By the way, the Senario's concert was held | ast week - despite prayers
for anot her washout.

Sone others m ght have prayed for the rain to stay away and theirs were
answer ed.

( END)
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