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When mneani ngful diversions are called for

Har un Hashi m

CREATI NG a diversion is an effective tactic to achieve a desired objective
in war and peace. During the Second Wrld War, the Allied Forces used
diversionary tactics to gain the surprise advantage in their invasion of
Europe to defeat Nazi CGernmany's occupation arm es.

The US atom ¢ bombi ng of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was al so a diversionary
tactic because the holocaust it created ended the Pacific War.

In peace, diversions fromreality can take many forns which may al so
af fect and change the cultures of peoples.

The sense of hunour of the Egyptian people is a diversion fromtheir
poverty. An Egyptian could not feed his famly for |ack and funds and had
borrowed extensively fromrelatives and friends. In desperation, he wote
aletter to Allah asking for ST&0. The postnan delivered the letter to
the President who sent him STGLO. In thanking Allah for the STGLO he said
that Allah should not have sent the noney through President Nasser because
being a Socialist, the President kept the other STGLO!

The Filipinos are very nmusical. They sing all the tinme fromlnel da
Marcos right down to the shop assistants in the departnental stores as an
escape from poverty.

Politicians are nost adept at creating diversion by using religion,
race, culture or |language as a neans to conmand a foll ow ng when faced
with political, econom c or social problens. Such tactics are of course
necessary and unavoi dabl e depending on tinme and circunmstance but can have
di sastrous effects to a country if resorted to at the wwong tine or
over done.

The racial conflicts of Sri Lanka and Kosovo and the religious conflicts
in India, Kashmir, Northern Ireland, Bosnia and now in |Indonesia bear
testinony to political diversions for the wong reasons.

Rel i gi ous prejudices can turn mnor incidents into ugly scenes. \Wen
purchasi ng beef in the wet market, | w tnessed an altercation between two
ad-j oi ni ng beef and nutton sellers because the beef seller in cutting the
meat had used the chopper with such great force that it caused bl ood from
the beef to splatter on the nutton stall. Both sellers were Mislins but as
beef is forbidden to Hi ndus, the nutton seller was anxious to retain his
H ndu cust oner s!

The prom sed utopia of Communi smas the solution to the poverty of the
Russi an nasses kept the political |eadership of the Soviet Union in power
for 70 years. The people are still poor.

Sonet i nes however, political diversions are not created but the
opportunity presents itself as an unexpected di version.

Now, our attention is focused on the Annual General Assenbly of Umo
whi ch has been fixed fromMay 11 to May 13 to coincide with the
anni versary of the founding of Umo on May 11, 1946.

The Umo General Assenbly and el ection to the suprene council of the
party has al ways attracted public interest, sometines even nore so than
the parliamentary general election. This is because Umo being the
dom nant partner of the Barisan Nasional provides the | eaders of the
Federal Governnment fromthe nenbership of the supreme council

The President of Umo automatically becones the Prine Mnister, the
Deputy President, the Deputy Prine Mnister and the vice-presidents the
ot her Seni or menbers of the Cabinet.

This year's general assenbly has assunmed greater significance because



Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has indicated that in all probability this
could be his last termas President of Umo. The announcenent has sparked
specul ati on and anxiety as to who would be the future | eaders of the
country.

For the record it should be said that changes of the Umo | eadership and
the Governnment have al ways been snooth. Malaysia is indeed fortunate in
al ways having the right Prinme Mnister at the right tine.

During the next four nonths, Umo politics will be our daily diet in the
mass nedi a, the coffee shops and the clubs. Begi nning | ast week, Umo
branches will hold their annual neetings to el ect delegates to the
division neetings which inturn will elect del egates to the general
assenbly who will el ect nenbers to the suprene council

Umo el ections are held practically every year. Perhaps in future, the
Umo Constitution will provide that party el ections at branch, division
and national levels are held in the sane year between February and My,
one after the other, each for three year ternms so that the politicians we
have el ected to office will have nore tinme to concentrate in adm nistering
the country econonically and socially.

May political w sdom grant us meani ngful diversions.
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