11/ 07/ 2000
Whi t e paper on Sauk incident may be prepared

Fadzil Ghazali

THE Governnent is considering preparing a white paper to informthe rakyat
of the entire Sauk incident, for without proper explanation fromthe
Gover nment some people might end up synpathising with the "terrorists”.

"At present, the rakyat condemn the Al -Mu' nah group, but | believe
there is a possibility, |ater some people nm ght synpathise with themand
legitimse what they had done,” Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d.

He was speaking to reporters after chairing the Umo Supreme Counci |
neeting at Putrajaya yesterday.

Last week, menbers of the Al -Mau' nah group raided the armouries of two
mlitary canps in Gerik and carted away about 150 pi eces of firearns, sone
of which were described as hi gh-calibre weapons.

The i nci dent was fortunately expeditiously resolved | ast Thursday with
t he surrender of 27 gang menbers, including their | eader, Am n Mohanmad
Razali. They were holed up in Bukit Jenal ek, Sauk, Perak, and surrounded
by security forces for four days.

Two security forces personnel, commando Mat hew a/ k Medan and speci al
branch detecti ve R Sagadevan, who were taken hostage, were tortured and
killed by the group, while a nenber of the gang was shot dead by security
f orces.

Dr Mahat hir warned t he Qpposition and the nmedi a not to whitewash the
i ncident, particularly when the Al -Mau' nah group had engaged in crim nal
activities and killed two peopl e.

"l sl am does not condone such action. The Al -Mu' nah group i s not
chanpi oning Islam | hope there will be no khutbah to halal (Iegalise)
what t hey had done," he added.

Dr Mahat hir said the incident was probably due to sone peopl e spreadi ng
and promoting hatred anong the rakyat towards the Governnent.

As such, the Umo suprene council has decided to explain the whole
epi sode to the people. Umo divisions will also be asked to hold
gat herings for the purpose.

"Umo is for Islam In our struggle to protect the interests of Islam
we do not need to have a military group |ike the Al -Mu' nah. Their
activities only give Islama bad nane," he added.

"These terrorists are definitely political intheir own way. They want
to change the Governnent, to toppl e the existing Governnent."

Dr Mahathir said the group had in fact dermanded that all of the Cabinet
menbers resign.

"They had i ssued a statenent calling for the Prime M nister and his
coolies, nanely the Cabinet menbers, to quit.

"That is their “struggle' and it was conveyed in their first
comuni cation (with security forces) through the radio," the Prinme
M ni ster said.

Meanwhi | e, the suprene council al so agreed on the setting up of Puteri
Umo whose nenbers will be wonen of bel ow 40 years old, a mrror inmage of
Umo Youth. Its establishment requires an anendnent to the party's
constitution.
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