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"Tie-ups with foreign varsities inportant

Sreerema Banoo

EMPHASI SI NG t he i nportance of tie-ups between | ocal and foreign
unversities, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbohamad sai d such a
nmove will ensure the high standard of Ml aysi an educati on

Through tie-ups with foreign universities and enpl oyi ng of externa
exam ners, the standard of educati on can be nmai nt ai ned or enhanced, he
told reporters after the official opening of University Tenaga Nasi ona
(Uni ten) yesterday.

"(Through) tie-ups with well-known universities, the chances of
recognition are better (and it is) hoped that nore will be done in that
direction," he said.

Earlier in his speech, he said having external exam ners will not only
hel p Uniten remain a "world-class university", but its qualifications will
al so be accepted worl dwi de

Dr Mahathir also called on all Ml aysians to equip themselves with IT
skills to face the chal | enges of gl obalisation, e-commerce and k-econony.

El aborating on the know edge that needs to be nmastered, he said it
conpri ses know edge that is the "hardware", "software" and "know edge t hat
relates to applications we are exposed to".

He rej ected charges that only certain groups of people or races are abl e
to master certain know edge

Addr essi ng students of Uniten, he said anyone coul d naster know edge i f
they put their nminds toit.

"Knowl edge neans power. Those with knowl edge will still have power in
any society," he said, pointing to what was said by a Western | eader:
"Power corrupts and absol ute power corrupts absolutely".

Meanwhi |l e, he said while at times there are reports of unenpl oyed
graduates, there are al so reports of job vacanci es and enpl oynent
opportunities.

"This is because there is a m smatch between the fields of study chosen
and the skills reqired.

"While every student with his own interest should be given the
opportunity to pursue his area of interest, students need to take into
account the needs of the country,” he said.

To reduce this msmatch, he said: "It is necessary totalk to the
students before they enrol in the universities to explain what the job
opportunites are.

"Sonetinmes, they go foreign countries to study subjects that interest
them and cone back to find there are no jobs for them" he said, adding
that they then put the bl ane on the Governnent for the | ack of jobs.

Bernama reports: Dr Mahat hir said yesterday the procedure for forner
opposition party menbers tojoin Umo will be tightened to ensure that
only those who are | oyal and who accept the principles of the party's
struggl e are accept ed.

The Umo president said Umo did not want a recurrence of the tragedy
wher eby sone people joined the party solely to "clinmb to the top" and did
not have any loyalty to Umo and its struggle.

"W have to be nore careful now of the kind of people we accept into the
party," he said.

He was respondi ng to questi ons about asked whether Umo was prepared to
accept former | eaders and nmenbers of Parti Keadil an Nasional, including
its vice-president Marina Yusoff who | eft the party because of alleged



di fferences with Keadil an deputy presi dent Chandra Muzaffar.
Dr Mahat hir sai d before accepting any fornmer opposition party | eader or
menber, Umo must know their reasons for wanting to join Umo.
( END)
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